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Week Ending Friday, September 6, 1991 


The President’s News Conference in 
Kennebunkport, Maine 


September 2, 1991 


The President. Nearly 2 weeks ago, the 
world watched with fascination the courage 
of the Soviet people in foiling a cynical 
coup, a coup that, thank God, failed. We’ve 
marveled since at their efforts to build a 
new and democratic future. Major changes 
are now taking place in the Soviet Union, 
not the least of which is the establishment 
of new arrangements between the Repub- 
lics and the central government. 

While we await the final outcome, I wel- 
come President Gorbachev’s support for the 
concept that the Republics will be free to 
determine their own future. This new “ten- 
plus-one” agreement speaks eloquently to 
that. This is a watershed in Soviet political 
thinking, equal to the dramatic movements 
toward democracy and market economies 
that we are witnessing in the Republics 
themselves. The United States strongly sup- 
ports these efforts. 

The Baltic peoples of Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania and their democratically elected 
governments have declared their independ- 
ence and are moving now to control their 
own national territories and their own desti- 
nies. The United States has always support- 
ed the independence of the Baltic States 
and is now prepared immediately to estab- 
lish diplomatic relations with their govern- 
ments. The United States is also prepared to 
do whatever it can to assist in the comple- 
tion of the current process of making Baltic 
independence a factual reality. To facilitate 
this, I will be sending the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State, Mr. Kamman, to the Bal- 
tics. 

We also understand the enormous chal- 
lenges that lie ahead for the Soviet people 
in meeting their own food and energy 
needs particularly and beginning true eco- 
nomic reform. Therefore, I’m _ sending 
Under Secretary of Agriculture Crowder 
with an experts’ mission to survey with 


Soviet and Republic officials their critical 
food requirements for the coming winter, 
particularly in those Republics that are 
likely to be in the greatest need. 

And in a month, a Presidential mission, 
led by Secretary of Agriculture Ed Mad- 
igan, will bring a delegation of senior pri- 
vate sector and Government officials to the 
U.S.S.R. to seek solutions to a winter food 
problem if we determine that one exists, 
and to continue our long-term efforts to 
help the Soviet Union and the Soviet 
people resolve problems in food distribu- 
tion. 

I've also asked Secretary of State Jim 
Baker and our AID Administrator, Mr. Ros- 
kens, to work with Project HOPE to aug- 
ment and extend my Presidential initiative 
on medical assistance to the U.S.S.R. 
through the end of 1992. 

We intend to work closely with Soviet 
and Republic officials in both of these ef- 
forts. This morning I talked to the President 
of Estonia and of Latvia, as I did to Mr. 
Landsbergis of Lithuania a couple of days 
ago, to tell him of this official position now 
being taken by the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

Now, I'll be glad to take just a few ques- 
tions. Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated 
Press]. 

Q. Mr. President, what does today’s 
action signify to the independence move- 
ments of the other Republics? Does it offer 
the guarantee that when they declare their 
independence that the United States will 
also recognize them? 

The President. What we'll do is look at 
each case on a case-by-case basis. But I 
think more important than what we might 
do down the road is what apparently is hap- 
pening there in agreement between the 
center and the Republics, and that is that 
each shall determine its own future. 

The Baltics, of course, are quite different. 
We never, as you know, recognized their 
incorporation in the first place. So, there 
are some technical difficulties as we go 
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along, but I think this is very good news 
that they’re willing to sort it out. And we'll 
look at it, obviously, on a case-by-case basis. 
We've got to know first what kind of rela- 
tionship these Republics want to have with 
the center before we can jump way ahead 
and say what we’re going to do in each 
case. 

Q. Mr. President, you delayed recogniz- 
ing the Baltic countries, we’re given to un- 
derstand, because of the role of the United 
States as a superpower and because of your 
desire not to undercut Mikhail Gorbachev. 
What are the criteria now that you have 
decided this is the time to do this? Have 
you talked with someone in the Soviet 
Union? Are you satisfied with what the Rus- 
sian Parliament is doing? 

The President. Well, I think it’s all 
moving in the right direction. I thought 
that Gorbachev’s statement yesterday, for 
example, which was heralded around the 
world as recognizing the right of the Baltics 
to be free, whether that’s a proper interpre- 
tation or not, that was a good statement. 
And we have been quietly asserting to him 
for a long time that the best thing he could 
do in terms of relationships with the United 
States is to free the Baltic States. And we’ve 
been working hard on that, and so it’s taken 
me—a final decision—3 or 4 more days than 
somebody else. But in the sweep of history, 
I think we will be proved correct in taking 
just a few days to see if we can’t effect 
change within the Soviet Union, and I’m 
very pleased of the two developments I’ve 
talked to you today about. 

Q. Have you had any contact with senior 
Soviet officials about this? Has this been co- 
ordinated with them at all? 

The President. \'ve been in touch with 
Mr. Gorbachev two or three times since my 
telephone conversation with him. 

Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you’d am- 
plify a bit on your reaction to this “ten-plus- 
one” deal that Mr. Gorbachev seems to be 


working out, especially in light of some of 


your comments last week and those of your 
advisers, and the interest the United States 
has in there being a Soviet Union, in there 
being a central government? 

The President. Well, 1 can’t help you at 
all on it until I know a little more about it, 
until I know what will work out between 
them. You may also remember that last 
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week I talked about the need for them to 
work these problems out without dictation 
or a decree every day from the United 
States. I think it is very early; we just don’t 
know the details of it. But we'll be there, 
and we will work with what evolves. 

But the different Republics have different 
relationships, and we simply at this point—I 
don’t believe there’s anybody that knows 
enough about it to give a good, definitive 
answer to your very good question. 

Q. I wonder if at some point, sir, you saw 
events spinning out of control, that at some 
point it appeared that Mr. Gorbachev may 
have been out of it, that the Soviet Union 
was going away? 

The President. 1 don’t feel that. I think 
things are moving. It’s very difficult for 
them, but when you see their Congress 
meeting as it is, I think that’s an extraordi- 
narily good sign. When you see declarations 
that the center and the head of, the Presi- 
dent of the biggest Republic want to work 
together, that’s a good sign. When you see 
an orderly process being worked out for 
determining just exactly that, the relations 
between the Republic and the center, that’s 
a good sign. 

So, these things are moving. Again, I 
don’t want to underestimate the problems 
the leaders face over there, but I really 
think it’s too early for us to definitively 
comment on each Republic what the rela- 
tions with the United States are going to be. 

It is very clear that the Baltics are differ- 
ent. It’s been clear all along that we were 
for their independence, and i think that 
this step that I’ve taken today will have 
wide support around the world. Clearly in 
the United States it'll have very strong sup- 
port, and it’s the right thing to do. I’m 
pleased that at least there seems to be some 
recognition coming out of the center now 
that this is a proper move. 

Q. Will it not be simpler for the United 
States, sir, to be conducting foreign policy, 
still, with the central government? Are you 
not hoping that there’s some sort of central 
government for foreign policy and arms 
control? 

The President. 1 think there’s got to be 
some government with which the United 
States works on many questions. I men- 
tioned the other day contractual questions. 
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You’ve raised the question here of further 
arms control agreements. We've got to 
work with the Soviet Union in terms of 
their very important role in the peace proc- 
ess in the Middle East. So, we will continue 
to deal with the Foreign Ministry, for exam- 
ple, in Moscow. 

But as these other Republics come front 
and center, we then must determine what 
their role will be and how they can help 
with peace, or what they’re going to do 
about distancing themselves from the last 
remaining communist dictator in this hemi- 
sphere. I’m talking about Fidel Castro. 

We heard Boris Yeltsin, I think, properly, 
say, “Look, there’s not going to be any aid 
from Russia, from the Russian Republic to 
Castro.” That’s good. We’re for that posi- 
tion. We’d like to hear the center say the 
same thing. So, we’ve got to deal with who 
is there. 

There are some very important questions 
that transcend internal events in the Soviet 
Union as far as we’re concerned: Afghani- 
stan, Cuba, the Middle East, all kinds of 
questions where we do need a strong part- 
ner, a convincing partner to deal with. But 
as this situation evolves, I can’t predict for 
you whether it’ll be a partner or a bunch of 
partners on what it’s going to be. We just 
don’t know yet. 

Q. On the issue of ambassadors to the 
Baltics, would there be one ambassador for 
the region, or will there be an ambassador 
for each of the Baltics? 

The President. Well, I expect that since 
we recognize the independence and the 
standing of each of these States, there will 
be separate diplomatic missions for each 
State. We’re getting Secretary Kamman to 
go over there and take a look at all of that, 
talk about the details, as other countries are 
now doing. But no, they won’t be lumped 
in as kind of “the Baltic States.” We will be 
looking to the independence of each State. 


Middle East Peace Conference 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the 
Middle East. Have you or officials in your 
administration had conversations with 
Soviet officials? What is the prospect for 
convening a peace conference in October, 
as you had hoped? 

The President. Well, I don’t know. I can’t 
give you the prospect of that. I don’t think 


it’s been adversely affected by anything in 
the Soviet Union, however. So, the ball lies 
in other courts, and Jim Baker has been in 
touch with various participants, even 
though he’s been away. But we’ve been 
keeping up active work there, and I would 
hope that we’d be able to go forward with a 
peace conference that the entire world 
wants to see take place. 

But I don’t think it’s been adversely af- 
fected, Gene [Gene Gibbons, Reuter News 
Service], by what’s happened inside the 
Soviet Union. In other words, I see no force 
pulling away, whether it’s a Repuulic or the 
center, from pulling away from the con- 
structive role the Soviets have played in 
this. 

Q. Will Secretary Baker be going back on 
a sixth trip, sir? There’s some talk—— 

The President. Well, | expect sometime, 
but there are no plans for it right now. I 
talked to him, I guess it was yesterday or 
the day before, but that was not discussed. 
Soviet Union 

Q. Do you see, Mr. President, Gorbachev 
as the best person positioned to weld the 
Republics together into some form of eco- 
nomic union? 

The President. Well, I see him as the 
President of the Soviet Union, and there- 
fore he will be dealt with with respect. 
People know how I feel about him, and he’s 
in an extraordinarily difficult position now. 
He has had our support. He will continue to 
have our support. Policy isn’t based on per- 
sonality; it’s based on who you're dealing 
with. The fact that I happen to think that 
he’s done an awful lot for the world is out 
there for all to see. I think everybody in the 
G-7 and EC and all these groupings share 
my respect for what has been done. 

Take a look at—Eastern Europe is a good 
place to start. Take a look at this hemi- 
sphere where we've had cooperation, or 
Angola or many other things. That’s there. 
That’s on the record. Now, how we move 
forward—I’ll deal with him and with re- 
spect and with a certain degree of recogni- 
tion that we look at some of these prob- 
lems, foreign policy problems, eye to eye. 
How it evolves inside the Soviet Union, I 
once again say that’s their business. 
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Q. Did he send any communications at all 
to you requesting that you delay your an- 
nouncement on the Baltic States? 

The President. 1 think, put it this way: 
Without going into the confidentiality of 
any communications, I think the fact that 
we have waited until now is not only under- 
stood but very much appreciated by him 
and hopefully by others in the Soviet Union. 
I like to think that some of these positive 
statements might, perhaps indirectly, but 
might be a result of a policy of taking a day 
or two more, not being stampeded into 
something the whole world knew we were 
going to do in the first place. And I’ve 
made sure that President Landsbergis and 
the others understand this because I 
wouldn’t want to send a signal to them that 
we were weakening in our desire to have 
them free. 

But when history is written, nobody is 
going to remember that we took 48 hours 
more than Iceland or whoever else it is. But 
what’s going to be remembered is what 
happens, how does it work out. And that’s 
what we're interested in, is seeing the 
Baltic States quickly get their independence 


and the freedom that they’ve long aspired 
to. And I think there was quite a bit of 
understanding amongst the Baltic leaders of 
the position of the United States once I 
made clear to them that we were deter- 
mined to see this recognition go forward. 


United States Foreign Policy 


Q. Mr. President, what refinements are 
made necessary now by the events of the 
last 2 weeks on the new world order in 
particular and U.S. foreign policy in gener- 
alP 

The President. The first part of the ques- 
tionP 

Q. What refinements do you find neces- 
sary? 

The President. Well, again I think we 
have to wait and see what evolves inside 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is 
facing enormously difficult problems, obvi- 
ously, on the economic front. But I’m confi- 
dent that all of the developments there 
which have an underpinning of freedom, 
the desire for independence, for self-deter- 
mination, all of those things work in favor 
of what I referred to as a new world order. 
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It really could be described as democracy 
on the move. 

Now, some have a long way to go before 
democracy is perfected. But I think as we 
see this evolution, it is clearly a recognition 
that others, too, want to participate in this 
new world order. They want self-determi- 
nation; they want the independence; they 
want the strength that freedom and democ- 
racy give them. All of that’s very, very ex- 
citing. And I think the world, I think histo- 
ry will write this month down as one of the 
most important turning points towards a 
genuine new world order, and certainly a 
turning point towards freedom and democ- 
racy. There’s no question about that. It’s 
been monumental. 


Defense Budget 


Q. Would you project large cuts in the 
defense budget, for example, though? 

The President. No. I wouldn't predict 
large cuts in the defense budget. As we’ve 
said, when we sent a sound defense budget 
to the Hill, the United States must be 
ready. 

The last need for a strong defense and 
show of muscle had nothing to do with the 
Soviet Union, except we got their coopera- 
tion. And I’m talking about what we were 
talking about a year ago: Would we have to 
use force to turn back aggression? And it 
was only the United States that could take 
this leadership role. It’s only the United 
States that had the credibility. It’s only the 
United States, in my view, that single-han- 
dedly could express the will to go in there 
and do what we did, because we have such 
a disproportionate responsibility for the 
kind of military action in pursuit of freedom 
and against aggression that exists. 

So, I think we’ve got to guard against the 
siren’s call, “Now is the time to slash de- 
fense spending.” I was standing here, how 
many days ago was it, somebody remind 
me, 8 or 9, when some people were saying, 
“Well, we ought to reverse out the defense 
cuts and add to our defense. Look what’s 
happening in downtown Moscow _ this 
minute.” And you heard that call go up. 
And so, we’ve got a good, sound defense 
program. And if there’s ways that we can 
save money in defense, Ill be right out 
front. I’ve told the American people we’re 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Sept. 2 


going to do it, and we have done it. We 
have cut defense. But I’m not going to cut 
into the muscle of defense of this country in 
a kind of an instant sense of budgetary 
gratification so that we can go over and 
help somebody when the needs aren’t clear 
and when we have requirements that tran- 
scend historic concerns about the Soviet 
Union. 

What I hope is that, out of all of these 
changes in the Soviet Union, we'll see some 
recognition that we’re not their enemy, and 
they'll stop aiming missiles at the United 
States of America. They'll stop deploying 
new weapons systems. They'll stop spend- 
ing billions of rubles on modernization of 
defense systems. When we see that, then 
we'll be there. And when our friends in 
Europe tell us that there’s no threat at all of 
any kind to their borders from anybody, 
why, then we'll take a look. But I’m not 
going to be stampeded into what I would 
think of is kind of some mood of euphoria 
that misleads the American people about 
the national security interests of this coun- 
try. 


Demonstrations at Kennebunkport 


Q. On a slightly different subject, the 
AIDS activists who were demonstrating out 
here yesterday basically took your sugges- 
tion. They were very orderly, very calm, 
and not as extreme as they sometimes have 
been. I wonder, did their message reach 
you at all, move you at all? 

The President. Well, would you rephrase 
the message for me? We’re spending $4 bil- 
lion a year on AIDS research. When you 
consider that on a per capita basis com- 
pared to heart disease or cancer, it’s an 
awful lot. It’s far more. 

So, what was the message? 

Q. The message is that you’re not acting 
strong enough; there’s not enough leader- 
ship; there’s not a coordinated comprehen- 
sive program. They’re looking for some- 
thing at the Cabinet level. A lot of—better 
coordination between the agencies. They’re 
looking for needle programs that can be 
federally funded; that sort of thing. 

The President. I’m not in favor of federal- 
ly funding needle programs. I am in favor 
of the most efficient and effective research 
possible. I’m in favor of compassion. I’m in 
favor of behavioral change. Here’s a disease 


where you can control its spread by your 
own personal behavior. You can’t do that in 
cancer. Well, to some degree some might 
argue you can in heart disease if you run 
and stay fit. 

So, if the message is compassion, I got it 
loud and clear. If the message is research, I 
would say please talk to Dr. Fauci and 
others at the National Institutes of Health 
who will tell you that we’re doing pretty 
well in funding of research, and we’ve got 
the best scientists in the world. And I think 
there’s more optimism in this community 
now, the scientific community, than there 
has ever been. 

To the degree the message hit some little 
merchant in Kennebunkport on the best 
weekend possible and caused that person to 
close his doors, I got that part of it and 
didn’t like it. To the degree they stayed 
within the law and weren’t arrested, I sup- 
port that kind of First Amendment demon- 
stration. You know why they were here, 
and I know why they were here. They were 
here because you all are here. They were 
here because they could get disproportion- 
ate television coverage and, to some 
degree, print coverage because the Presi- 
dent happened to be at his ancestral home, 
and I understand that. 

There’s another demonstration going on 
today, and I'll listen for the message. I think 
it has to do that we shouldn’t use nuclear 
power. They don’t need to demonstrate be- 
cause I think we should use nuclear power. 
It’s clean, and it’s been safe, and we’ve got 
good science on that. 

Then you had a demonstration last week. 
That was the one I was concerned about. 
Because some of the demonstrators, not 
those that were the organizers and the offi- 
cial paid organizers, but those who legiti- 
mately were out of work. That one hit 
home. Because when a family is out of 
work, that’s one I care very much about. 

So, we’ve had several of these demonstra- 
tions, and on each one I listen about it and 
get, I guess you might say get the message. 
Sometimes I agree with it, and sometimes I 
don’t. I was elected President to do what I 
think is best, and I learn from listening, but 
I don’t learn from some of the excesses that 
take place, whether it’s in front of an abor- 


1211 





Sept. 2 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


tion clinic or whether it’s throwing blood or 
interrupting somebody’s right to be heard. 

So, I hope I got some message out of all 
of this, and I’ve tried to define it for you. 
Baltic Independence 

Q. Sir, you called for the Baltics to 
become independent as soon as possible. 
Gorbachev in his public statement seemed 
very vague about how cumbersome this 
constitutional process will be, how long it 
will take. Has he given you any assurances 
in private about some of the practical and 
legal dynamics or complications at work 
here? 

The President. Not in the last couple of 
weeks, Norm [Norm Sandler, United Press 
International], but I’ve been into that with 
him in great detail in terms of what he sees 
as the constitutional constraints, if you will. 
In spite of all that, my urging is, to anybody 
with authority in the Soviet Union, is: Turn 
the Baltics loose now, free, clear. And, yes, 
there’s going to have to be some negotia- 
tion between the center and between the 
States because there’s an overlapping of re- 
source responsibility: where does. the 
energy come from; how do the steel im- 
ports go from one of the Baltics into the 
center. There’s control of one’s own terri- 
tory. 

One of the things that we have felt was 
necessary before full recognition has been 
control of the territory. And yet, as you see 
these Soviet troops leaving and you hear 
statements out of the Soviet Union that give 
you encouragement, then we feel that 
they’re much better positioned to control 
their own territory totally. 

There are still, as you point out, some 
details to be worked out however. 

Q. Do you think, and do you think he 
thinks at this point that this is a fait accom- 
pli, that this is going to happen and prob- 
ably sooner rather than later? 

The President. | have nothing that would 
be definitive on that for you, nothing that 
would cause me to make such a statement 
about what he thinks. 

Q. What about your belief in the matter? 

The President. Well, my belief is that it’s 
inexorable, this quest for freedom and inde- 
pendence on the part of the Baltics, it’s 
going to be a fait accompli. And it’s pretty 
close to it now with the recognition of these 
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different States and with the statements out 

of Moscow. But no, I don’t think that proc- 

ess can be reversed if that’s your question. 
Last two. Two hands up. 


Civil Conflicts 


Q. Mr. President, there’s already some 
trouble between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
There’s some trouble in Moldavia. Are you 
concerned about what is brewing in the Re- 
publics between the different nationalities, 
and is there any role the U.S. can play in 
solving this? 

The President. 1 don’t think much of a 
role. Again, as I’ve said over and over again, 
many of these complex questions steeped in 
history are going to have to be resolved by 
the parties themselves. 

Q. Do you have any plans, sir, moving 
south a little bit, to offer any kind of recog- 
nition to any of the Yugoslavian States? 
Some of the European countries have sug- 
gested that if the fighting continues they 
would recognize Croatia and Slovenia as 
separate states. Is the U.S. taking any kind 
of policy position there? 

The President. No, we're not there yet. 


U.S. Aid to the Baltic States 


Q. How about economic aid to the Bal- 
tics, Mr. President? Now that you’re recog- 
nizing their independence, these countries 
are going to have a hard time economically. 
Are you going to step in with some money? 

The President. | think it’s a little prema- 
ture to say what we will or won’t do. I’m 
sending somebody over there to survey the 
scene. We'll be in close touch with these 
leaders. 

There’s an awful lot of people who want 
aid and are entitled to aid. We are limited 
in what we can do. I’m not about to forget 
Eastern Europe. It’s all very exciting what’s 
happening in the Baltic States and in the 
Republics and in Moscow. But it’s also very 
important that Czechoslovakia and Hungary 
and Poland succeed. And we have a com- 
mitment to them in terms of aid. And I’m 
not about to forget it. And so we’ve got to 
sort all of this out. But clearly we will be in 
a listening mode, and hopefully we can be 
constructive partners as these countries 
move towards the independence they so 
richly deserve and achieve the independ- 
ence they so richly deserve. 
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Thank you all very much. End of press 
conference nine for the summer vacation, 
not counting any questions on the golf 
course. Is that right, MarlinP I want to be 
sure I’m factually correct, yes. 

Mr. Fitzwater. That’s right, sir. Yes, sir. 

The President. Take that down, please ev- 
erybody. Note it. It’s a very interesting his- 
torical fact, along with the changes. 

And I will say this in the end of this: I 
know, there’s nothing like off-the-record at 
an official press conference, but I think, 
given the monumental events that have 
taken place—and I don’t want this to be 
gratuitous because if I say something nice 
everybody out there is going to have to say 
something ugly to show they’re not cap- 
tives—I think you all have been most un- 
derstanding. We’re up against extraordinary 
events. You have been relentless in shout- 
ing about it and asking me to respond, and 
I understand it. 

But on balance, we’ve had a good rest up 
here and we have not been unduly in- 
fringed on in any way by outside or certain- 
ly by those who are with us here. And I go 
back with a fresh perspective. Yes, I caught 
no fish in the river today—{laughter|—but 
just the quiet out there and the fact that 
people understand that when one’s on vaca- 
tion that’s the way it is from time to time 
means a great deal to me and to my entire 
family. 

Thank you. 


Note: President Bush’s 102d news confer- 
ence began at 10:05 a.m. at the President’s 
home on Walker’s Point. In the news con- 
ference, the following persons were referred 
to: President Mikhail Gorbachev of the 
Soviet Union; Curtis Kamman, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of State for European and 


Canadian Affairs; Richard T. Crowder, 
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Interna- 
tional Affairs and Commodity Programs; 
Secretary of Agriculture Ed Madigan; Secre- 
tary of State James A. Baker III; Ronald W. 
Roskens, Director of the United States Inter- 
national Development Cooperation Agency; 
President Arnold Ruutel of Estonia; Presi- 
dent Anatolijs Gorbunovs of Latvia; Presi- 
dent Vytautas Landsbergis of Lithuania; 
President Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba; Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin 
Russia; and Anthony Fauci, Director of the 


of the Republic of 


Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
at the National Institutes of Health in Be- 
thesda, MD. Marlin Fitzwater is Press Secre- 
tary to the President. 


Message on the Observance of Labor 
Day 


September 2, 1991 


Each year, we Americans set aside the 
first Monday of September to commemo- 
rate Labor Day. On this occasion we cele- 
brate the achievements of our Nation’s 
workers. It is the sweat, toil, and ingenuity 
of individual Americans that have insured 
the success of our great experiment in self- 
government. 

The United States is the country that 
works. We lead the way in building, innova- 
tion and technology. We’ve put men and 
women into space, and we’ve walked on 
the Moon. Our farmers feed millions of 
people here at home and throughout the 
world, and our engineers and _ scientists 
have helped to usher in the computer age. 
We have built a free, strong, and prosper- 
ous Republic, one that is serving as a model 
for emerging democracies around the 
globe. Indeed, many U.S. labor organiza- 
tions are helping to provide technical assist- 
ance, training, and other forms of aid to 
these countries. 

We've done much, but our task will never 
truly be done because it is in the American 
spirit to reach higher, to do better. That is 
why we are engaged in a concerted effort 
to restore excellence to the Nation’s schools. 
Our America 2000 strategy will help to 
ensure that our Nation’s workers have the 
knowledge and skills, including the techni- 
cal skills that are needed to enjoy full, pro- 
ductive lives in our increasingly competi- 
tive world. 

This Labor Day, as we consider all that 
we have accomplished, let us rededicate 
ourselves to achieving the goals that still lie 
ahead. Let us continue to show the world 
how a free society works for its people. And 
let us remember that each of us, regardless 
of our occupation, has the power to contrib- 
ute to a better America, a better world. 
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Remarks to Students and Faculty of the 
Lewiston Comprehensive High School 
in Lewiston, Maine 

September 3, 1991 


Thank you so much for that welcome 
back. Thank you all very, very much. Oh, 
such a nice welcome. Thank vou. And 
thank you, Governor McKernan, for that 
warm introduction. May I salute Maine’s 
Senator, Senator Cohen, to whom I look for 
leadership and counsel on so many issues. 
And also to Congresswoman Olympia 
Snowe, your Congresswoman, our friend, 
Barbara’s and mine, the wife of the Gover- 
nor, a high achiever in her own right in the 
House of Representatives. It’s a pleasure to 
be sharing the podium, the dais here, with 
both of them. 

It’s my pleasure to welcome all of you 
back to school. [Laughter] I know there are 
some mixed emotions about that, but never- 
theless. [Laughter] I'm going back to Wash- 
ington today, and I must say with mixed 
feelings because we’ve had a fantastic time 
over on the coast at Kennebunkport. 

I'm especially pleased, though, to be here 
to help my good friend, my trusted friend 
Governor McKernan, kick off Maine 2000, 
which as he said, is our crusade for excel- 
lence in education. And also I’m very 
pleased to share the stage with other offi- 
cials here, your mayor, the superintendent, 
the marvelous band. It’s pretty hard to, on 
short notice, whip up “Hail to the Chief” 
and do it as well as this crowd did over 
here. And I’m very grateful to them. And I 
want to thank the superintendent and this 
morning’s host, Principal Sykes of Lewiston 
Comprehensive High School and Principal 
Susan Martin of Farwell Elementary where 
we just came from. 

This is familiar country for Barbara and 
me. You remember: I’m the one that gets 
needled from having so many homes in my 
past, in our past. It was in this city, in 
Lewiston, that we first learned that Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt had died back in 1945. 
And that’s when I was living here briefly. 
That’s when I was flying torpedo-bombers 
out of what was then the Lewiston-Auburn 
Naval Air Station. And so I say, it’s nice to 
be back in one of my hometowns. Thank 
you very much. 
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Let me say to our very able Secretary of 
Education from whom you heard a minute 
ago, Lamar Alexander: I promise that I will 
keep up with my computer lessons, but I'll 
need a little more time to write my report 
on “what I did on my summer vacation.” 
[Laughter] And if you think mine’s a tough 
assignment, how about President Gorba- 
chev, what he did on his summer vacation. 
[Laughter] 

Bar and I were talking on the way over 
here because we both remember our own 
kids going off to school many years ago. 
See, we were at the elementary school here 
and the kids coming in with their parents. 
And I asked the kids, “Well, are you a little 
nervous?” And some would say, “Yes.” 
Then there would be confident guy that, 
“No, no, everything’s under control.” But it 
reminded us both of our own kids going off 
to school many years ago. Now, those kids 
are grown, and we watch the grandkids, 10 
of them, start a new school year just like 
each of you behind me that are starting this 
school year. 

And when you're growing up, the new 
year doesn’t begin January Ist. It starts 
today. I saw that this morning at Farwell. 
And still, some or those kindergarteners 
seemed disappointed that I didn’t bring 
along Arnold Schwarzenegger, the “kinder- 
garten cop”—{laughter|—who I might say, 
parenthetically, as your teachers involve 
themselves in education, you’ve got some 
coaches out there that recognize the impor- 
tance of physical fitness. And Arnold is 
doing a first-class job nationwide as head of 
our Council on Fitness. And as Lamar Alex- 
ander knows, these things go together. 
They go hand-in-hand. 

Parents operate on a school calendar. 
Each new school year wipes the slate as 
clean as an unused blackboard. And we em- 
brace the eternal hope that, this year, our 
children will come home with straight 
“A's” 

Education and expectation: The two go 
hand-in-hand. And your world, the whole 
world, trembles with new possibilities. One 
day, we scratch out our thoughts with paper 
and pen; the next, it seems, we use comput- 
ers and laser printers. One day, the Soviet 
Union, bellicose and threatening, stares at 
us from across the sea. But in a single dra- 
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matic week, we saw 70 years of history 
swept away. With the dizzying changes that 
surround us, history books and atlases seem 
to have a shorter shelf life than milk. 
[Laughter] This is our world, an exciting 
world. And if we are to thrive in it, we 
must understand history and geography, 
math and science, the great books and the 
great thoughts they contain. When chal- 
lenges confront us, we must have what it 
takes to act. 

I’m sure you all feel the opening-day jit- 
ters that come with each day, each school 
year, opening day in each school year. But 
it’s not just the students. Everyone must 
retain that sense of expectation, that feeling 
that the school doors open a new world of 
possibility for all of us. 

To put it in broad perspective, the battle 
for the future begins right here. Not in 
Washington, DC, not in Congress, right 
here. The ringing school bell sounds an 
alarm, a warning to all of us who care about 
the state of American education. Only if we 
educate our sons and daughters well, will 
they enjoy the blessings that we simply take 
for granted. 

Every day brings new evidence of crisis. 
Last week, we learned that SAT scores have 
fallen again. Scores on the verbal SAT have 
tumbled to the lowest level ever. And these 
numbers tell us: Our schools are in trouble. 

But before we point fingers, assign blame, 
how many of us demand more of our chil- 
dren, ourselves, our schools? Survey after 
survey suggests too many parents and stu- 
dents remain unconcerned, unconvinced 
that the state of their own schools should 
worry them. 

Sure they know something is wrong. Ask 
them to grade the Nation’s schools, and not 
even one-fourth will give American schools 
an “A” or a “B”. But you ask them to grade 
their own schools, and you get a very differ- 
ent answer. Three-fourths grade their 
schools as good, even excellent. 

We seem to think the crisis in American 
education plagues some other city or State, 
or some other school across town, anywhere 
except our school. Some of us just don’t 
want to ask tough questions and risk anger- 
ing teachers and administrators. We seem 
to believe that while everything else in the 
world changes, our schools shouldn’t. What 


was good enough for us should be good 
enough for our kids. 

And the truth is, all our children are at 
risk. All of us share responsibility for the 
state of every school and each individual 
student—here in Lewiston, and in a hun- 
dred thousand schools in cities and towns all 
across our great country. If our schools fail 
us, we can’t blame Washington. We can’t 
blame Augusta. We must blame ourselves 
for betraying our children. 

If our own history and the recent events 
in the Communist world teach us anything, 
they teach us that competition breeds ex- 
cellence. The same holds true for education. 
That’s why I and a majority of the Ameri- 
can people favor choice in education. If we 
want better schools, we should set off a 
competition for the best schools. Get every- 
one involved in the struggle, and every 
school will improve. For far too long, we’ve 
sheltered our schools from healthy competi- 
tion, and our children have paid the price. 
There’s another benefit of choice of course. 
Wealthy families already enjoy choice. Poor 
families do not. Now, if we want to extend 
opportunity and improve education, we 
should give parents the power to choose 
their children’s schools, public or private, 
and watch our schools compete to be the 
very best. 

Almost 2 years ago, this Nation’s Gover- 
nors, all the Governors, and I worked to- 
gether at a fantastic meeting at Charlottes- 
ville. And we established six ambitious na- 
tional education goals, goals posted today 
right here on the walls of this gym. In April, 
I announced America 2000, a national edu- 
cation strategy to move us forward, commu- 
nity by community, toward those goals. 

By the year 2000, we pledged to raise 
this Nation’s graduation rate to at least 90 
percent. Right here your teachers and your 
superintendents and your principals have 
done a good job, because in the past 4 
years, Lewiston High has cut its dropout 
rate in half. And you’ve earned the right to 
be proud. But before you get too relaxed 
about that and get too comfortable, keep in 
mind that even at last year’s lower rate, 4 
years from now, more than 60 of the fresh- 
men seated behind me will not be walking 
across that Civic Center stage to get their 
diploma. 
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By the year 2000, we’ve challenged our- 
selves to become first in the world in math 
and science. And right now, we stand 12th 
in the world in math and science, dead last 
among the industrialized nations. Ranking 
first means more than engaging in some 
kind of intellectual Olympics. Where we 
rank in the world matters here, and it 
should matter to you. Look at Lewiston; for 
most of its history, Lewiston’s been a mill 
town producing textiles and shoes. But 
times change: Mayor Howaniec tells me 
L.L. Bean has located its new telemarketing 
center in Lewiston. And today, the town’s 
traditional industries account for only 7 per- 
cent of the local economy. Increasingly, the 
mothers and fathers of this freshman class 
here now work in new companies, employ- 
ing new technologies. And some have even 
branched off, entrepreneurs, started small 
businesses of their own. 

And still, we can’t be content to educate 
our children with today’s businesses in 
mind. By the time our kids graduate from 
high school or college or graduate school, 
new industries will have sprouted up. Our 
economy will demand new skills twinned 
with old-fashioned values of hard work and 
a determination to become the best that 
each of us can be. 

This country was built by generations of 
Americans with strong backs and the will to 
work from sunup to sundown. As citizens of 
the next century, today’s 9th graders will 
have to use their minds to push forward the 
technological revolution transforming the 
entire world. The pioneers of the next 
American century must blaze new sorts of 
trails. They must explore the far corners of 
a future governed as much by microwaves 
and lasers as by coal or steel. Our minds 
have become our greatest natural resource, 
and the key to our Nation’s success in the 
global marketplace lies with that old treas- 
ure, Yankee ingenuity. 

But let’s face it, we won’t make progress 
if we don’t know where we stand. Maine 
has taken a leadership role on this one. But 
by the year 2000, we must call on students 
at grades 4, 8, and 12 to demonstrate their 
competence in five core subjects. We'll 
have the first of these American achieve- 
ment tests in place for the year 1993 to 94, 
in that school year. Each State must devel- 
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op its own means of measuring progress, its 
own report card, and share the results. 

And that’s crucial. We can’t afford to 
treat our children’s success or failure as if it 
were a State secret. Each student and every 
parent deserves to know whether they and 
their schools measure up to world-class 
standards. 

School performance lags in part because 
we ask our teachers to do so much more 
than teach. We expect them to act as social 
workers and psychologists and family coun- 
selors. 

I might add here, Barbara and I worry 
about the disintegration of the American 
family. Every kid ought to have somebody 
that knows his name, cares about him. But 
it often falls to the role of the teacher to 
love that kid, hug that kid. The teachers do 
an awful lot. At the same time, we ask too 
little of our students. We shy away from 
demanding excellence and accountability. 
As a Nation, we sometimes seem more wor- 
ried about how our students feel than what 
they learn. And that’s got to change. Grad- 
uation means more than a diploma. Our 
kids deserve an education. 

And the only way that this will happen is 
if all of us, all of us, teachers, students, par- 
ents, and communities, join in this national 
crusade for excellence in education. Funda- 
mentally, that’s what America 2000, Maine 
2000 is all about. 

Our first three goals raise expectations 
and measure results. Our last three goals 
complete the challenge. By the year 2000, 
every American child should start school 
ready to learn. Every American adult 
should be literate, and every American 
school must be free from drugs and vio- 
lence. 

I saw a bus as we drove over to the ele- 
mentary school advocating Head Start. And 
here in Lewiston, some of today’s new 
freshmen participated in Head Start, a 
proven program that I’ve urged Congress 
to open up to thousands more preschool 
children. In the battle against illegal drugs, 
Lewiston schools have taken the lead. I 
can’t tell you how exciting it was to see the 
D.A.R.E., D-A-R-E, kids out there at the 
elementary school. And there are other 
drug prevention programs, beginning in el- 
ementary school. You’ve taken the lead. 
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And tonight, I’m told that right here at 
Lewiston High, a new school year begins 
for adults learning how to read, studying for 
their GED, living proof that it is never too 
late to learn. 

So far, I’ve spoken about our schools, 
about the revolution in American education 
that must take place within these walls. But 
the revolution can neither begin nor end 
here. Let me use a “word problem” to 
show you why. Assume that a child goes to 
school from kindergarten to 12th grade, 
and never misses a day. Subtract summers 
and weekends, all the hours before and 
after school. How much time do our chil- 
dren spend in classrooms? 

The answer may surprise you. It is 9 per- 
cent; one-eleventh of their time. They 
spend the rest of their lives elsewhere, at 
home, playing with friends, or in 
shopping mall. 

But what happens in that 91 percent 
makes all the difference in the world. We 
cannot blame the schools alone for that 
dismal decline in SAT verbal scores. Your 
teachers are working hard. The drop shows 
that we haven’t taken the time to read to 
our kids, to talk with them, to teach them 
the art of communication, how to think, 
how to write, how to speak clearly. 

What happens at home really matters. 
And when our kids come home from school, 
do they pick up a book or do they sit glued 
to the tube watching music videos? Parents: 
Don’t make the mistake of thinking your 
kids only learn from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. You 
are, and always will be, their first teachers. 

Here’s another shocking number. Chil- 
dren in one study said the average parent 
spends just 15 minutes a day, 15 minutes, in 
conversation with them. Most people spend 
that much time on coffee break. 

The freshmen here today may think 
they’re a bit old to have their homework 
checked. And maybe as parents, certainly 
this President will admit, we can’t keep up 
with the latest in computer technology. But 
that doesn’t mean we can’t help. The Class 
of °95 is old enough to sit down, to watch 
the evening news, talk with their parents 
about what’s going on in the world, to take 
interests, opinions, and ideas seriously. 

But the future of American education de- 
pends on more than what happens in the 
classroom or around the kitchen table. Ask 


some 


yourselves, “In our communities, do we 
value education and intellect? In the work- 
ing world, do we reward employees who go 
back to school, who learn new skills?” 
Every member of the community must play 
a role in this revolution. 


And so parents, don’t be a stranger to 
your child’s school. Visit the classroom. Talk 
to the principal. Get to know those teach- 
ers. Make it your business to find out 
whether your child’s school is drug-free. 
And talk to your school board about school 
choice, about the curriculum, about ways to 
put your schools to use year round. But you 
don’t have to have kids in school to have a 
stake in what happens in the classroom. For 
the older folks among us, don’t complain 
about “kids today” or that the neighbor- 
hood “isn’t what it used to be.” Get active 
in the community. Go into your schools. See 
what you can do to help some kid or help 
your community. 


And the same goes for local business lead- 
ers. Get involved, not just in word but in 
deed. Think of it as community service, 
giving something back to this wonderful 
community, to the community your compa- 
ny calls home. Or, think of it in terms of 
just plain, sound business cultivating the 
kind of future employees your company 
needs in order to keep ahead. But above all, 
act. Do something. Enlist in this great cru- 
sade. And that really is the idea behind 
what we call America 2000 communities, 
States, cities, and towns that recognize the 
school as the living center of the communi- 
ty. 

Today, the revolution has begun, in Colo- 
rado, Oregon, in Tulsa and in Memphis. 
And today I’m proud to say, right here in 
Lewiston and in every corner of the State 
of Maine, it’s begun. Together, we must 
ignite a renaissance in American education, 
a revolution that will make this Nation 
every bit the leader in the century ahead 
that it has been since 1776. 

Once again, my heartfelt thanks to you 
for this warm welcome, as all across this 
country we begin another school year. And 
may God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

Thank you very, very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in 
the gymnasium of Lewiston Comprehensive 
High School. In his remarks, he referred to 
Governor John McKernan of Maine; Senator 
William S. Cohen; Representative Olympia 
J. Snowe; Mayor James Howaniec; Robert 
Conners, superintendent of schools; Richard 
Sykes, principal of Lewiston Comprehensive 
High School; Susan Martin, principal of 
Farwell Elementary School; Secretary of 
Education Lamar Alexander; and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness. Prior to 
his remarks, the President met with stu- 
dents and faculty of the Farwell Elementa- 
ry School. 


Proclamation 6329—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 1991 
September 3, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


America has demonstrated to the world 
that when individuals have the freedom to 
pursue their dreams and to put their talents 
and ideas to work, we all benefit. As more 
and more nations recognize the value of 
free enterprise and private initiative—and 
reform their economies according to 
market-oriented principles—the United 
States must act to strengthen its competi- 
tiveness. 

If the United States is to remain a leader 
in the expanding global marketplace, we 
must redouble our efforts to produce high 
quality goods and services. We must also 
maximize the talent and potential of our 
people, our most important resource. Every 
American must have the knowledge and 
skills—including the technical skills—that 
are needed to enjoy full, productive lives in 
our rapidly changing world. That is one 
reason why we have launched AMERICA 
2000, our national strategy to achieve excel- 
lence in education. 

I am confident that this strategy will suc- 
ceed because we Americans are a proud 
and determined people. Those qualities are 
exemplified by minority entrepreneurs, 
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who have long been recognized for their 
determination to overcome obstacles and to 
create better lives for themselves and for 
their children. This week, we salute the 
more than 1 million minority business 
owners across the United States for helping 
to build a stronger America. These hard- 
working men and women are contributing 
to the economic development of their com- 
munities, and they are creating jobs and 
opportunities for their neighbors. For exam- 
ple, according to the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, minority businesses generate 
more than $78.5 billion annually in gross 
receipts. More than 250,000 of these busi- 
nesses have paid employees, providing jobs 
for an estimated 845,000 people. 

This week, as we celebrate the achieve- 
ments of our Nation’s minority entrepre- 
neurs, we also reaffirm our commitment to 
promoting equal opportunity, high quality 
education, and effective job training for all 
Americans. In so doing, we will enhance 
our Nation’s strength and _ productivity 
while creating more vibrant communities 
and improved standards of living for every 
citizen. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of September 
22 through September 28, 1991, as Minority 
Enterprise Development Week. I encour- 
age the people of the United States to ob- 
serve this week with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of September, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:09 a.m., September 4, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on September 5. 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Sept. 4 


Proclamation 6330—Citizenship Day 
and Constitution Week, 1991 


September 4, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


After receiving word in London of our 
Constitution and its approval by the Con- 
gress of the Confederation, John Adams 
wrote that the document was, “if not the 
greatest exertion of human understanding, 
the greatest single effort of national delib- 
eration that the world has ever seen.” 
When they adopted the first 10 Amend- 
ments to our Constitution, our Nation’s 
Founders added to that great charter of 
American government a set of clear, con- 
cise, and express guarantees of the funda- 
mental rights of individuals. Known collec- 
tively as our Bill of Rights, these 10 amend- 
ments have helped to define and to defend 
our liberties. They have also served as a 
model for the world. During this 200th an- 
niversary of our Bill of Rights, we do well to 
reflect on the timeless principles that it en- 
shrines and on our role in upholding them. 

The Bill of Rights guarantees, among 
other basic liberties, freedom of religion 
and of assembly, as well as freedom of 
speech and of the press; it protects the right 
to keep and bear arms; it prohibits unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures; and it en- 
sures that no person shall be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property without due proc- 
ess of law. It also defines basic rules of fair- 
ness in criminal procedure. Ratified in 
1791, the Bill of Rights makes clear that our 
Constitution is a charter of limited govern- 
ment based on the principles of federalism. 
Together these documents express in law 
our Nation’s commitment to the truths first 
affirmed in our Declaration of Independ- 
ence: “that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi- 
ness.” 

Our observance of Citizenship Day and 
Constitution Week reminds us that we have 
not only many rights but also many respon- 
sibilities as citizens of this great Nation. 
With characteristic eloquence and sagacity, 
the celebrated American jurist Learned 


Hand once said: “Liberty lies in the hearts 
of men and women. When it dies there, no 
constitution, no law, no court can save it.” 
His words are a stirring reminder that our 
Constitution and Bill of Rights can be effec- 
tive guarantees of freedom only as long as 
we understand and prize the principles that 
they enshrine. Accordingly, each of us has a 
responsibility to uphold the ideals of toler- 
ance and justice; to teach our children the 
difference between liberty and license; and 
to share in the hard work of freedom—at 
the ballot box, in the workplace, on the 
farm, in the military, or through our homes, 
schools, and places of worship. This is the 
essence of good citizenship. 

The Congress, by joint resolution of Feb- 
ruary 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), designated 
September 17 as “Citizenship Day.” Also, 
by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 
U.S.C. 159), the Congress designated the 
week beginning September 17 and ending 
September 23 of each year as “Constitution 
Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 17, 1991, as 
Citizenship Day and call on government of- 
ficials to display the flag of the United 
States on all government buildings. I en- 
courage Federal, State, and local officials, as 
well as leaders of civic, social, and educa- 
tional organizations, to conduct ceremonies 
and programs to commemorate the occa- 
sion. 

Furthermore, I proclaim the week begin- 
ning September 17 and ending September 
23, 1991, as Constitution Week, and I en- 
courage all Americans to observe that week 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:39 a.m., September 5, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on September 6. 
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Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Cabinet Meeting 


September 4, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, did you know the con- 
servatives were going to use personality at- 
tacks in their Thomas ads? 


The President. We're not going to take 
questions, but on that one I will simply say 
that the White House properly and vigor- 
ously spoke out against the ad. I think I’d 
be very careful about saying “the conserv- 
atives,” you know, in the kind of broad con- 
text. But there was one ad that was offen- 
sive, and it was promptly and quickly con- 
demned. It doesn’t help in my view. Clar- 
ence Thomas himself spoke on that and 
spoke very clearly on that. So, you see these 
things from time to time that are totally 
counterproductive on all sides of the politi- 
cal spectrum. That one was not a good ad. 

Q. Would you urge them to not run it? 

The President. Yes, 'd urge them to not 
run it. 

Q. Are you afraid that there may be some 
repercussions because of that? 

The President. Well, | think the case for 
Clarence Thomas is so strong that it’s not 
going to be determined by an ad from the 
left, a group speaking out from the left, and 
plenty of them have, political left in this 
country nor an ill-chosen ad from the right. 

The case is too good for him. So, I don’t 
have that fear, but I just don’t think it con- 
tributes. If the hope was to contribute 
something positive to his confirmation, in 
my view that’s not the way you go about it. 

Q. What do you think was their motiva- 
tion? 

The President. I'm not in the analysis 
business. We’re trying to have a Cabinet 
meeting, but I can understand your interest 
in all of that. But thank you very much. 


Q. What are you going to talk about at 
the Cabinet meeting? 


The President. Well, we're going to talk 


about the Soviet Union, the domestic 
agenda, the America 2000, and how every- 


one here will pitch in on that with a lot of 


enthusiasm—that’s our educational pro- 
gram—the budget, 1993. And then we'll 
have what they call a general discussion. 
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That's item six here. [Laughter] We've got a 
lot scheduled—take 20 minutes. 
Q. Are you sending Baker to Moscow? 
The President. He will be available to re- 
spond for his travels. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 10:04 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
the exchange, the following persons were 
referred to: Clarence Thomas, nominee for 
Supreme Court Associate Justice, and Secre- 
tary of State James A. Baker III. 


Appointment of Constance Horner as 
Assistant to the President and Director 
of Presidential Personnel 


September 4, 1991 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Constance Horner as Assistant 
to the President and Director of Presiden- 
tial Personnel at the White House. She 
would succeed Charles Untermeyer. 


Since 1990 Mrs. Horner has served as 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. Prior to this, 
Mrs. Horner served as Director of the 
United States Office of Personnel Manage- 
ment, 1985-1990; Associate Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, 1983- 
1985; Director of VISTA and Acting Associ- 
ate Director of ACTION, 1982-1983; and 
Deputy Assistant Director for Policy and 
Planning, 1981-1982. She was also appoint- 
ed a member of the Commission on White 
House Fellowships and the Commission on 
Executive Exchange. 


Mrs. Horner is a fellow of the National 
Academy of Public Administration. She re- 
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in English 
literature from the University of Pennsylva- 
nia and a Master of Arts degree from the 
University of Chicago. She was born Febru- 
ary 24, 1942, in Summit, New Jersey. She is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
the District of Columbia. 
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Nomination of Edward G. Lanpher To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Zimbabwe 


September 4, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward Gibson Lanpher, 
of the District of Columbia, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
Zimbabwe. He would succeed J. Steven 
Rhodes. 

Currently Mr. Lanpher is serving as 
deputy chief of mission of the American 
Embassy, Canberra, Australia. He served as 
Director of the Office of Southern African 
Affairs at the Department of State, 1986- 
1989; deputy chief of mission for the Ameri- 
can Embassy, Harare, Zimbabwe, 1982- 
1986. He served as political officer in the 
American Embassy, London, 1979-1982; 
legislative management officer in the Office 
of Congressional Relations at the Depart- 
ment of State, 1977-1979. 

Mr. Lanpher graduated from Brown Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1966). He was born December 
8, 1942 in Richmond, VA. He is married, 
has three children, and resides in Australia. 


Appointment of J. French Hill as 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Executive Secretary to the Economic 
Policy Council 


September 4, 1991 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of J. French Hill, of Texas, as 
Special Assistant to the President and Exec- 
utive Secretary to the Economic Policy 
Council. 

Since May 1989 Mr. Hill has served as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
for Corporate Finance. From 1984 to 1989, 
he served with the Mason Best Company 
and was named Director in 1988. From 
September 1982 to October 1984, he 
served as legislative assistant to United 
States Senator John Tower and as Assistant 
to the Chairman on a subcommittee of the 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. From 1979 to 1982, Mr. 


Hill was a banking officer for Interfirst 
Bank-Dallas and the senior financial analyst 
in the planning and investment group for 
the bank’s holding company. 

Mr. Hill graduated from Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity in 1979 and received a degree in 
Economics. He is married to the former 
Martha McKenzie of Dallas, TX. 


Nomination of John F.W. Rogers To Be 
Under Secretary of State for 
Management 


September 4, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John F.W. Rogers, of New 
York, to be Under Secretary of State for 
Management. He would succeed Ivan Selin. 

Currently Mr. Rogers is executive vice 
president for operations of The Oliver Carr 
Company, 1988 to present. Prior to this, 
Mr. Rogers served as Assistant Secretary of 
Treasury for Management (1985-1987) and 
Assistant to the President for Management 
(1981-1985). 

Mr. Rogers graduated from George Wash- 
ington University (B.A., 1978). Mr. Rogers 
was born April 15, 1956, in Seneca Falls, 
NY, and resides in Washington, DC. 


Statement Announcing the Resignation 
of Paul Coverdell as Director of the 
Peace Corps 


September 4, 1991 


I have today regretfully accepted the res- 
ignation of Paul Coverdell as Director of 
the Peace Corps of the United States, effec- 
tive October 1, 1991. 

During Paul’s tenure as Director, exciting 
things have happened around the globe. 
The Peace Corps’ entry into emerging de- 
mocracies around the world has been an 
important part of America’s effort to assist 
newly freed people everywhere. I am 
proud of the fact that the Peace Corps has 
sent volunteers to more new countries 
during the last 2 years than during the pre- 
vious 2 decades. I join the people of these 
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nations in thanking him and the Peace 
Corps for their timely and able assistance. 

I am also proud of his efforts to bring to 
the American classroom the Peace Corps’ 
knowledge of the world through programs 
like World Wise Schools and the Peace 
Corps’ Fellows/USA. The World Wise 
Schools program has exposed over 60,000 
American students to the international ex- 
periences of Peace Corps volunteers sta- 
tioned throughout the world. The Fellows/ 
USA program places returned Peace Corps 
volunteers in “at-risk” schools while they 
pursue master’s degrees in education, bene- 
fiting both the volunteers and the students. 
These programs are excellent uses of the 
many talents of current and returned vol- 
unteers. 

I salute Paul’s efforts to energize the 
Peace Corps by recruiting a wider repre- 
sentation of volunteers from all back- 
grounds and all regions of the country. He 
has worked hard to use his private sector 
experience to further improve the Peace 
Corps management systems, and I am 
grateful for his dedicated service to the 
Peace Corps and to this country. Both Bar- 


bara and I appreciate Paul’s friendship and 
wish Nancy and him the best. 


Remarks During the America 2000 
Conference Call 


September 4, 1991 


Secretary Alexander. Good morning and 
welcome to everyone around the Nation lis- 
tening in on the America 2000 daily confer- 
ence call. This is Secretary of Education 
Lamar Alexander in Washington, DC. 

This is our first America 2000 daily con- 
ference call. It helps us enable Americans 
changing our education system to share 
their progress with one another. Today 
we're enormously honored to have with us 
President Bush, who yesterday helped Gov- 
ernor McKernan kickoff Maine 2000, part 
of the President’s and the Governors’ State- 
by-State strategy to reach the six national 
education goals. 

Good morning, Mr. President, and thank 
you very much for being here. 
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The President. Listen, I'm delighted to be 
here and delighted to be on the line not 
only with you, Secretary, but with Gover- 
nor Don Schaefer and with Governor Jock 
McKernan. And yes, we did have a good 
day yesterday in Maine as Maine kicked off 
its Maine 2000. We were in Lewiston. A lot 
of discussion with teachers, family, a little 
emphasis on how family can participate 
more. 

And Governor McKernan, Jock, maybe 
you’d want to pitch in now because I 
thought it was a very worthwhile day. 

Governor McKernan. Well, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I want to thank you for everything 
you've done to keep education on the front 
burner. I can tell you that your appearance 
in Lewiston and the America 2000 and now 
Maine 2000 effort is going to be the shot in 
the arm that I think we need if we are 
really going to continue the momentum to 
meet the national education goals that have 
been determined by you and your office 
and the Governors, starting with that histor- 
ic summit in Charlottesville. 

I can tell you that when the first assess- 
ment of how the Nation is doing comes out 
on September 30th, that in order to contin- 
ue the momentum going, we intend to have 
Maine Education Day on October Ist to dis- 
cuss exactly what the meaning is of the re- 
sults that we’ve found. And I am convinced 
the only way that we’re going to be success- 
ful in doing what I know you believe has to 
be done in education is with your involve- 
ment. 

So, I just want to say to you that we 
certainly appreciated your being here in 
Maine. Everyone is, even today, still so ex- 
cited about it, and they believe that you 
really are the Education President. 

The President. We're going to stay with 
this. Thanks, Jock; now here’s Lamar again. 

Secretary Alexander. Thanks, Jock. Yes- 
terday was a great day. 

Mr. President, you know there are other 
States, maybe a dozen others that are get- 
ting ready to launch their efforts to meet 
the national education goals. One of them is 
Maryland, and Governor Don Schaefer is on 
the line from Annapolis. 

Governor Schaefer. Well, Lamar, thank 
you very much. I’m very honored to be on 
with you and the President. Tomorrow we 
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have a great honor: Mrs. Bush is coming to 
help us at Worthington Elementary School 
in Ellicott City to kick off Maryland’s 2000. 
So, we’re pretty good, too. 

You said something, Mr. President, I 
liked, that we must blame ourselves for bad 
schools and not point the finger at everyone 
else. And I think it actually starts in the 
family; if we can get the parents really, 
really involved in education and if we can 
support the teachers, and we put some 
more money in. 

As you know, I’ve supported your goals. 
And I’ve taken two of your goals as my own 
personal goals: that is, making schools drug 
free and preparing all children for schools 
before they start in. I think that’s very im- 
portant. Give them at least an equal oppor- 
tunity when they do enter a school that 
everyone starts equal. And we are going to, 
of course, on November 12th issue a report 
card for every Maryland school showing 
performance. 

One of the things that we want to do 
and—we’ve had Schools for Success, we’re 
in our second year—and our goals are: 
make schools more accountable, improve 
student performance, and, of course, make 
students more prepared when they get out 
into the job market that they’re prepared to 
accept a job. 

But I want to commend you. I think you 
are doing a superb job. I want to thank you 
very much for emphasis on education. It 
really means an awful lot to all of us to 
know the President and that great Secre- 
tary you’ve got over there supporting us. 


The President. Well, Don, we’re delight- 
ed you're involved. I might say to those 
who are listening that might not be as fa- 
miliar with this program, that we are totally 
determined to keep this on a nonpartisan 
basis. We have to do that in order to suc- 
ceed. You and I have talked about this. I 
think we touched on it up at Camp David 
before Lamar was even on board, of the 
importance of family involvement, the 
things you mentioned here, certainly, the 
drug-free aspects. So, I just wanted to 
pledge to you that we’re approaching it in 
that manner. 


Be nice to my wife tomorrow because I 
don’t want her coming home grumpy. She’s 
your campaign manager anyway, so treat 


her with care. And also, I know some of our 
secretaries are going to be over there. I 
think Lou Sullivan and Jim Watkins, Bill 
Reilly, so you’ve got a lot of our—Dave 
Kearns is going—a lot of our first team. And 
so we're looking forward to this, too. So, 
please hang in there and keep up your lead- 
ership role. We need you. 


Governor Schaefer. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. We will. And I’m glad Mr. Reilly’s 
coming. He’s done a great job in the envi- 
ronment. He gets a lot of criticism, but I 
think he’s coming up with the right things 
on a lot of areas. 


Mrs. Bush is a great goodwill ambassador. 
I'll tell you everyplace she goes she just 
spreads joy and happiness. And people have 
great confidence in her. So, we’re very 
pleased that she’s coming with us. 


The President. Well, she was with us with 
Jock up there in Maine yesterday too. And I 
felt funny—me, my being the one to read 
to the kids, because she’s been doing that 
literally and without a lot of PR on it all the 
way, all along here for the last 10 years or 
so. So, she'll do more. And Id say to you, 
Jock, or to Don and others that may be 
listening, she wants to give her time to this. 
She’s committed and so call on her whether 
it’s in a formal thing like tomorrow’s open- 
ing or something else, because, really, this is 
her life. This is her commitment. So—— 


Governor Schaefer. You know, Mr. Presi- 
dent, she did that in Baltimore City a 
number of years ago when you were Vice 
President. She came to Baltimore City on a 
literacy program, and people just liked her 
then. But she was very strong on literacy at 
that time. 


The President. Great. 


Governor McKernan. Mr. President, as a 
matter of fact, she has been in Maine, as 
you well know, helping with literacy as 
well. And the combination of both of you, 
as I said yesterday, really does give a shot in 
the arm to what I think we all realize is so 
important and that’s lifelong learning. 


I thought also that it was a wonderful 
division of labor the way you read the first 
part of that story to those kindergarten kids 
and you let her read the—— 
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The President. Big words in there. Now 
listen, here’s Lamar to close this thing off. 
And thank you all very, very much and 
everybody else that tuned in here. This is 
the first of what will be many such confer- 
ence calls, and I hope by the time they’re 
all finished that the message will be in 
every corner of our great country. 

Now, Lamar, Secretary, all yours. 


Secretary Alexander. Thank you, Mr. 
President, thank you, Governors. And, in 
addition to the Cabinet members who will 
be with Mrs. Bush tomorrow in Maryland, 
four Cabinet members, Secretaries Kemp 
and Madigan, and Lynn Martin from Labor, 
Sam Skinner from Transportation and I will 
be going to Omaha to kick off Nebraska 
2000 and Omaha 2000 with Governor Ben 
Nelson and Mayor Morgan. So things are 
moving. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President, 
Governor McKernan, Governor Schaefer. 
The American 2000 daily conference call 
happens everyday at this time, Monday 
through Friday. I hope you'll listen in to- 
morrow and learn more about Americans 
changing schools, community by communi- 
ty, school by school. 


The President. Over and out and many 
thanks. 

Governor Schaefer. Thank you. 

Governor McKernan. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In 
these remarks, the following persons were 
referred to: Secretary of Education Lamar 
Alexander; Governor John McKernan of 
Maine; Governor William Donald Schaefer 
of Maryland; Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Louis W. Sullivan; Secre- 
tary of Energy James D. Watkins; Adminis- 
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency William K. Reilly; David T. Kearns, 
Deputy Secretary of Education; Jack Kemp, 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment; Edward R. Madigan, Secretary of Ag- 
riculture; Lynn M. Martin, Secretary of 
Labor; Samuel K. Skinner, Secretary of 
Transportation; E. Benjamin Nelson, Gover- 
nor of Nebraska; and P.J. Morgan, Mayor of 
Omaha. 
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Proclamation 6331—Gold Star Mother’s 
Day, 1991 


September 4, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


We Americans can never forget the brave 
and selfless individuals who have given 
their lives for our country. Indeed, this year 
alone has given us several poignant remind- 
ers of the debt that we owe to each of 
them. While the 200th anniversary of our 
Bill of Rights has renewed our appreciation 
for the blessings of liberty, the war in the 
Persian Gulf has deepened our gratitude 
toward those who have died to win them. 
On this occasion, however, we honor the 
mothers of our Nation’s fallen. Known as 
Gold Star Mothers, these women have 
shared in the sacrifices of their children, 
and they deserve a commensurate portion 
of our respect and thanks. 


Any parent who has ever suffered the loss 
of a son or daughter knows that when that 
child dies, a part of oneself dies too. Accord- 
ingly, our Nation’s Gold Star Mothers un- 
derstand the value of liberty because they 
have borne part of the price that has been 
paid to defend it. Today many Gold Star 
Mothers are demonstrating their enduring 
love of freedom through generous volun- 
tary efforts in their communities—including 
special efforts in behalf of veterans and 
active duty service members. 


Although we set aside this day in their 
honor, let us pay tribute to our Nation’s 
Gold Star Mothers throughout the year by 
assuring them—through word and deed— 
that their children’s sacrifices are remem- 
bered and appreciated. Let us continue 
working to promote respect for human 
rights and the rule of law around the world, 
and let us pray for lasting peace among 
nations, so that no more Americans might 
die in battle, and so that no more mothers 
might face war’s bereavement. 


The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 (June 23, 1936), designated the last 
Sunday in September as “Gold Star Moth- 
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er’s Day” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 29, 1991, as 
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call on all gov- 
ernment officials to display the United 
States flag on government buildings on this 
day. I also urge the American people to 
display the flag and to hold appropriate 
meetings in their homes, places of worship, 
or other suitable places, as a public expres- 
sion of the sympathy and the respect that 
our Nation holds for its Gold Star Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:48 p.m., September 5, 1991) 


Note: The Office of the Press Secretary re- 


leased this proclamation on September 5, 
and it was published in the Federal Regis- 
ter on September 9. 


Message on the Observance of Rosh 
Hashanah, 1991 


September 5, 1991 


The sounding of the shofar heralds the 
new year 5752 and calls Jews everywhere 
to examine their lives: “Awake, you sleep- 
ers, and ponder your deeds; remember your 
Creator, forsake your evil ways, and return 
to God!” These words of Maimonides de- 
scribe the self-reflection that begins on 
Rosh Hashanah and continues through ten 
days of penitence to Yom Kippur. To pre- 
pare for this concluding Day of Atonement, 
the faithful seek reconciliation with the Al- 
mighty and reaffirm their commitment to 
charity and goodness. 

On the occasion of the High Holy Days, I 
offer best wishes to American Jews and to 
our Jewish friends throughout the world. 
May the spirit of reconciliation and renewal 


that characterizes this period remind all 
Americans of our responsibilities toward our 
families, friends, and neighbors. May it also 
strengthen our mutual commitment to 
peace among nations. Indeed, as the eyes of 
the Diaspora are turned to Israel, let us 
pray that peoples throughout the world 
might be reconciled in the spirit of charity, 
forgiveness, and renewal. 

Barbara joins me in sending our best 
wishes to Jews everywhere for the year 
5752, and in saying, once again, L’Shana 
Tova Tekateivu—may you be inscribed in 
the Book of Life for a good year. 


George Bush 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Popadiuk on the Cyprus Conflict 


September 6, 1991 


The President welcomes U.N. Secretary- 
General Perez de Cuellar’s statement of 
September 5 regarding prospects for a high- 
level meeting this month on the Cyprus 
issue. He strongly endorses the Secretary- 
General’s aim to hold such a meeting to 
resolve what has been a most difficult and 
stubborn problem between good friends of 
the United States. These are times of mo- 
mentous change and also times of great op- 
portunity. In this spirit, the Secretary-Gen- 
eral’s announcement reflects the fact that 
all of the parties involved realize that a last- 
ing settlement may be within their grasp. 
Difficult issues remain. The President en- 
courages all of the parties to continue the 
hard work and statesmanship that have 
brought them this far so that the remaining 
obstacles can be overcome. The United 
States remains in close contact with all the 
parties and is prepared to assist the Secre- 
tary-General in whatever way he sees fit to 
help ensure the success of this endeavor. 


Note: The statement referred to United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar de la Guerra. 
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Remarks to the National Association of 
Towns and Townships 
September 6, 1991 


Please be seated, and thank you, Butch, 
for that introduction. I salute the president 
of NATAT. And it’s a pleasure to have this 
opportunity to address the board of direc- 
tors and all the members or many of the 
members, those of you here today of the 
National Association of Towns and Town- 
ships. I love that town meeting concept. At 
the outset, let me simply thank those who 
were responsible for the lovely quilt that 
was left for me here in the holding room. 
I’m just sorry that Barbara is not here to 
revel in it already, but I guarantee you 
she’ll see it when I get back to the White 
House. [Laughter] 

You know, this week doesn’t mark the 
end of summer just for schoolchildren 


across the country. And I’m back at my 
desk, too. But I won’t bore you with a 
speech titled, “What I did on my summer 
vacation.” [Laughter] Okay though, I will 
tell you my reaction when I received a 
phone call on August 19th saying, “It’s a 
crisis!” I responded, “Look, I’ve already 


heard enough about Barbara’s golf game.” 
[Laughter] Some of you may have remem- 
bered the way I characterized her golf 
game, and I’m still living it down. [Laugh- 
ter] 

But thank you for giving me this chance 
to meet with you today. You know, Ike, 
President Eisenhower, talked of “the great 
and priceless privilege of being raised in a 
small town”. I understand some of that be- 
cause I, too, had that privilege. The towns 
of my youth and of my children’s youth 
were all very different from each other, 
from the tree-lined streets of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, to the salt air of little Kenne- 
bunkport, to the dusty oil-patch towns of 
Odessa, Texas, and Midland, Texas. But 
they also had much in common, the same 
thing that I think this meeting, all the 
people here, have in common. 

Our towns nurture dreams, and they 
nourish values. Think of the ideals of integ- 
rity, hard work, and caring for others in- 
stilled in a young boy growing up in Pin- 
point, Georgia. Today, that man _ stands 
ready to serve on the highest court in this 
land. Clarence Thomas embodies the vir- 
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tues America and all her towns and town- 
ships hold dear. Just before coming over 
here, I just had a cup of coffee with Clar- 
ence, with Judge Thomas. And I am more 
convinced than ever that I have appointed 
the right man for the Supreme Court. And 
I expect and hope that he will be con- 
firmed. 

I am delighted to be here with people 
from the towns that really form this Na- 
tion’s backbone. You know what Thomas 
Jefferson meant when he said American 
townships “have proved themselves the 
wisest invention ever devised by the wit of 
man for the perfect exercise of self-govern- 
ment and its preservation.” 

You understand the problems that chal- 
lenge our country. You understand them 
not from a bureaucrat’s safe distance but 
from the embattled position of public serv- 
ants whose neighbors call to complain about 
services or the lack thereof. And you under- 
stand the real basics of local government, 
and that’s why you are our country’s future 
and our country’s hope. 

Our domestic policy begins with you, the 
people of this land. Here in Washington and 
in the States, politicians and officials have 
learned that we can’t just hurl money at 
problems. We take enough of people’s 
money as it is. And if we want to do our 
jobs, we must make better use of the vast 
sums already at our disposal. More funda- 
mentally, we must recognize the genius of 
our own people. And we must trust them, 
and trust you, to find answers that do good 
things to make America work. We must 
make our government more responsive, 
more local. And we must learn from the 
real professionals, you, the NATAT repre- 
sentatives. You’re the voice of small-town 
America. 

And that’s a considerable voice. I’m not 
sure many in the country understand this. 
That is a considerable voice, of course. 
Eight of ten, eight of ten governmental 
bodies in this Nation represent communities 
with 5,000 or fewer residents. And you will 
have to help others/ The examples you set 
will help teach the other 20 percent how, 
in these difficult times, that they can cope 
and innovate and make ends meet. 

Your strengths begin with your commit- 
ment to the American idea of civic respon- 
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sibility. Many of you are part-time officials, 
I'm told, volunteers. And you give your 
time to your communities. You emphasize 
creativity and innovation, what folks in my 
birthplace of Milton, Massachusetts, re- 
ferred to as “old-fashioned Yankee ingenui- 
ty.” And sometimes you exhaust your inge- 
nuity just trying to escape the regulatory 
handcuffs that are placed upon you by Fed- 
eral and State mandates. And I am con- 
cerned about those mandates. The Presi- 
dent simply can’t wave a wand, given our 
Federal system, given our system of Con- 
gress and the executive branch, can’t wave 
a wand to correct all these things. But I 
believe strongly in the importance of coop- 
eration among all levels of government. 

Our administration also remains commit- 
ted to the commonsense approach of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act, one that lets you 
use your own common sense to solve your 
own problems. And I will direct Federal 
departments and agencies to follow the 
spirit and the letter of that law. 

Speaking of creativity, I want to add my 
congratulations to Bill Herman of Weare, 
New Hampshire. Bill won your Grassroots 
Government Leadership Award by produc- 
ing ideas for cutting costs without slashing 
services. Now, maybe I should call on him— 
[laughter|—I'd like him to help me solve 
one big problem, because when I asked my 
staff how we can improve our crisis man- 
agement, they said, “How about a calendar 
that doesn’t have August on it?” [Laughter] 
Think back a year, and then look at this 
August, and you'll know what I’m talking 
about. [Laughter] 

All of you here have helped develop 
public-private partnerships, a crucial con- 
cept as we gear up for the unique problems 
of the 2lst century. The alliance between 
your National Center for Small Communi- 
ties and private sector sources, like the Kel- 
logg Foundation, sets an example for others 
to follow. 

Because of your strengths, your successes, 
and your leadership, today I ask you to lead 
one of our greatest battles: making our Na- 
tion’s schools the world’s best. 

You know, our administration introduced 
an education strategy 5 months ago. We call 
it America 2000, and it involves four differ- 
ent tracks: accountable schools for today— 
and get that word accountable—accounta- 


ble schools for today; a new generation of 
schools for tomorrow; a Nation of students 
committed to a lifetime of education; and 
fourth, communities where learning can 
happen. 

Now, you play a critical role in making 
that entire strategy work, and especially 
track four: building communities that value, 
support, encourage, and advance education. 
It’s no coincidence that we historically have 
entrusted this fundamental responsibility— 
education—to communities. And we now 
call upon you to enlist in our national cru- 
sade to improve education community-by- 
community. 

First, let’s adopt the education goals es- 
tablished 18 months ago following that 
Charlottesville education summit with the 
Nation’s Governors. Then you can begin to 
develop a community plan to reach the 
goals to design a report card to measure 
your progress and to create your own 
“break the mold school,” one that builds 
upon your unique strengths and takes into 
account your special needs and circum- 
stances. 

We're talking about a revolution. We’re 
talking about communities literally starting 
from scratch and redesigning schools that 
can cope and meet these broad goals that 
have been set out. It’s not going to be done 
from the center. The Department of Educa- 
tion can help, State education associations 
can help, teachers’ unions can help, but it 
can’t be done there. It’s got to be done at 
the local level. And as we immerse our- 
selves in the challenges of the nineties, or 
administration also will look to you for lead- 
ership in other areas. 

For instance, Congress is now debating, 
or will soon be again debating, the 5-year 
reauthorization of the Nation’s surface 
transportation system. Now, we need your 
help in getting a system that spends money 
to address needs and not just support politi- 
cians’ careers. We’ve called in our bill for 
increased investment in_ infrastructure. 
Some think spending a lot of money is the 
only answer. Not so; we need more sensible 
programs. More than half of all congression- 
ally mandated transportation projects don’t 
even show up on State priority lists. You 
might like some of the programs your 
Member of Congress slips into legislation. 
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But in the end, Congress usurps local power 
for its own purposes, making decisions in 
Washington that affect the lives and the 
pocketbooks of people in Berea, Kentucky, 
or Mount Wolf, Pennsylvania. 


So, if Congress sends me a transportation 
bill with another tax, with a gasoline tax on 
it, 'm going to veto it. We must not let 
Congress raise the gas tax for projects that 
towns don’t even need. And we won’t let it 
raise a tax that will do nothing except 
squeeze the local economies and lighten the 
workers’ already-thin pocketbooks. Now, 
our highway bill, my highway bill, will 
invest in infrastructure without raising taxes 
or busting those budget caps, meaningful 
controls on spending now placed upon the 
Congress of the United States. 


We believe in letting communities shape 
their own futures, and this belief lies at the 
heart of our Community Opportunity Act. 
This proposal invites communities to think 
of new ways to solve old problems, and it 
lets all of us adopt a more flexible approach 
to domestic social programs. You see, it puts 
the emphasis on results and not on proce- 
dures cooked up back here in Washington, 
DC. After all, when someone wants food or 
shelter or schooling, what’s more important, 
the service or the government paperwork? 


And this commonsense approach, giving 
local governments greater flexibility, led us 
to propose turning over $15 billion in so- 
called “Federal money” to the States, no 
strings attached. And it was paid for under 
our proposals. This initiative will give deci- 
sion-making power to the people whose 
lives those decisions will affect. And quite 
simply, that’s the fundamental principle on 
which our administration functions. 


This turnover proposal, and the act itself, 
grow out of the basic assumption that gov- 
ernment assistance programs should lead 
people to self-sufficiency. There’s no better 
way to do this than by rebuilding those pro- 
grams from the bottom up based on plans 
developed right at your level, right at the 
community level. 


I talked about Jefferson earlier, and if we 
want to remain true to the spirit of his phi- 
losophy, we must empower communities to 
control their own futures. Our domestic 
policy isn’t a spending policy; it’s designed 
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to increase personal freedom and _ to 
produce results, not just a lot of expensive 
rhetoric. And this is the way to approach all 
of this country’s challenges. It’s an extraor- 
dinary opportunity, and it’s essential that 
we get it enacted and in use. 

So, I wanted to come over here and 
thank you, the leaders of this organization 
all attending this conference, for your work 
and, really, for the example you set for so 
much of America. I expect it’s hard for 
some of you to realize that when it’s all put 
together, you really are setting an example 
for this country. Even with whatever prob- 
lems our towns may face, I know that we'd 
all agree with writer Catherine Sedgwick, 
who loved her town of Stockbridge, Massa- 
chusetts. And someone once told her that 
she spoke about Stockbridge as if it were 
heaven. “Well,” she replied, “I expect no 
very violent transition.” [Laughter] 


So, not only are you solving problems but 
let me just end by another thing that is on 
my mind. I am concerned as President of 
this country about the pressures on family. I 
am concerned as I see family values subli- 
mated. I am concerned as I see the breakup 
of many families. And somehow I have the 
feeling that you, the representatives in 
NATAT, understand what I’m talking about 
here. I think you in your work, keeping that 
government, keeping the solutions close to 
the people, are really doing something con- 
structive about family values, about 
strengthening family in these times when 
the families across our country are under an 
awful lot of strain. 


So, good luck to you, all of you, and may 
God bless the towns to which you return. 
Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in 
the Regency Ballroom of the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, Capitol Hill. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Lothar “Butch” Wolter, Jr., presi- 
dent of the National Association of Towns 
and Townships; Clarence Thomas, nominee 
for Supreme Court Associate Justice; and 
William G. Herman, member of the board 
of selectmen of Weare, NH. 
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Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With Secretary of State Baker 
September 6, 1991 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. Good 
morning, Mr. Secretary. 

The President. Good morning, Helen 
{Helen Thomas, United Press International]; 
enjoyed seeing you here today, and I no- 
ticed how President Carter saluted you yes- 
terday. I thought that was very nice. 

Q. I didn’t think so. [Laughter] 

The President. Let me just make a couple 
of comments, and then I'll take a couple of 
questions. But we’re having a discussion 
here with the Secretary of State and the 
others that you see here. 

And I have asked the Secretary to under- 
take a very important mission, yet another 
one. This one will take him to the Soviet 
Union, including stops in the Baltics, among 
others. And then, a very important part of 
this, is his trip back to the Middle East. It is 
very, very important, matters having come 
this far, that we do everything we can to 
give peace a chance. 

And with that in mind, I am going to ask 
every single Member of Congress to defer, 
just for 120 days, consideration of this ab- 
sorption aid package. We’re interested in 
absorption aid; we take pride in the fact 
we've taken the leadership role in refugees 
coming, people coming to the Soviet Union 
[Israel]. But it is in the best interest of the 
peace process and of peace itself that con- 
sideration of this absorption aid question for 
Israel be deferred for simply 120 days. 

I think the American people will strongly 
support me in this, and I am going to make 
this position as clear as I can to every single 
Member of the Congress and to the Ameri- 
can people because we worked very dili- 
gently and many countries have, and Israel 
has as well as some of these Arab States, to 
come together at a peace conference. And 
this debate will take place later on. It 
should take place, but this is not the time 
for a debate that can be misunderstood, a 
debate that can divide. 

So, my pitch that the Secretary has al- 
ready made in two very friendly conversa- 
tions with Prime Minister Shamir is: Let’s 
defer it. The debate’s going to be lively, the 
debate will be upcoming, but let’s wait 120 
days so we will take no chance of unravel- 


ing a peace process that offers us the best 
hope for peace in decades, literally decades. 
And I feel very, very strongly about it. 

I support those Senators and others in the 
Congress that have already taken a position 
on deferment. I think of Senator Leahy, for 
example, who has a very important role in 
all of this, and his constructive leadership, I 
think, will be remembered by all, on all 
sides of this question, that want peace. And 
there’s others. 

The Secretary’s talked to a lot of the lead- 
ership, and Ill be following up now with 
many calls because we want to give peace a 
chance. 


Aid to Israel 


Q. What does Shamir say about this? 

The President. Well, the Secretary’s had 
two good talks. At this juncture I gather he 
wants to go forward. But as President of the 
United States I’m taking the strong recom- 
mendation, and strongly approve of it inci- 
dentally, but from the Secretary of State 
that this be deferred. And I think farsighted 
Members of Congress understand exactly 
why it should be deferred. We don’t need 
an acrimonious debate just as we’re about 
to get this peace conference convened. 

Q. Mr. Bush, would you want the defer- 
ment if Israel had changed its housing, its 
settlement policy? If they were no longer 
putting up housing in the settlements, 
would you feel freer to go ahead with 
the—— 

The President. Our settlement policy is 
well-known. I don’t want to have any 
debate on this question now. Everybody 
knows the United States policy about settle- 
ments, and that policy is not going to 
change. And I must do a better job convinc- 
ing the people here and in Israel that we 
are correct on this, with our underlying 
desire for peace. But it isn’t a question of 
that. My point here is: Defer discussion on 
all these matters now, and let’s go to this 
conference that’s just about put together. 
And I’m convinced that the debate we’re 
talking about would be counterproductive 
to peace. 

We've worked very, very hard. Everyone 
knows of our special and friendly relation- 
ship with Israel, and I feel strongly about 
that in my heart, but I know it is in the 
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interest of world peace that this be de- 
ferred. 

Q. How are you going—with Soviet par- 
ticipation as you plan the conference? Are 
you going to just go it alone? 

The President. Well, the Secretary will be 
in Moscow, that will be discussed. But the 
Soviets have played a very constructive role 
in all of this, and I see no reason that any of 
these changes that have taken place inside 
the Soviet Union will change that. I think 
they want to see it go forward. 

Q. Mr. President, on the loan guarantees, 
are you convinced that the Israelis will be 
willing to go along with the peace confer- 
ence if this is put on hold? 

The President. Well, I'm convinced that 
they’ve already indicated a willingness to go 
forward without conditions of that nature, 
and I see no reason that they’d change that 
right now. It would be counterproductive. 
Look, we all know the passions on both 
sides, and this is no time to inflame the 
passions on both sides. Israel’s stated its po- 
sition, but there was never any linkage on 
their part, and we’re trying to avoid linkage 
on our part. 

Q. You seem certain there will be a con- 
ference. 

The President. I'm very hopeful there 
will. But part of the Secretary’s mission is to 
do everything we can to ensure there will 
be a conference. Look, this is one the whole 
world wants to see happen. This isn’t just 
American foreign policy; everybody wants 
this to take place. And I would again salute 
Secretary Baker and Larry Eagleburger and 
everybody that’s worked on this, here at 
the White House also. 

But we’ve come a long, long way. I re- 
member when the whole prospects for this 
conference were being written off a few 
months ago, and now people are saying 
we've got a chance. And let’s not blow it by 
having an acrimonious debate that’s going 
to be read, not just in the States but around 
the world, as one way or another. We don’t 
need it. We don’t need that ingredient 
clouding the waters just at a time the 
waters are beginning to clear. 

Q. And you think Congress will respect 
your request for the delay? 

The President. 'm going to fight for it 
because I think this is what the American 
people want. And I’m going to do absolute- 
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ly everything I can to back those Members 
of the United States Congress who are for- 
ward-looking in their desire to see peace. 

Q. Are there assurances that Congress 
will go ahead already? 

The President. We're going to work hard 
on them, and we'll see. But I think they 
should. I think that’s what—again, I keep 
saying it—is in the best interest of peace. 
And I think all of them want to give peace 
a chance, yes. 

Secretary Baker. Give peace a chance; 
120 days, that’s all the President’s asking 
for, 120 days. 

Q. Is it still realistic to shoot for an Octo- 
ber conference, do you think? 

The President. We'll see. You know, the 
U.S. position is we’d like to have had it long 
before now. But Jim will go over there to 
the Middle East, he'll be discussing that. 
We'll have more to say about that later on. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. Do you have a date in mind for the— 
are you shooting for any-—— 

The President. ll let the Secretary take 
those questions later. Probably after he’s 
been there would be a better time to 
answer that. 

Thank you all. News, news, news, we’ve 
got a lot of news. 


Note: The exchange began at 11:16 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
following persons were referred to in the 
exchange: Secretary of State James A. Baker 
Ill; former President Jimmy Carter, who 
had met with President Bush the previous 
evening; Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of 
Israel; Senator Patrick Leahy; and Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence S. Eagleburger. 


Appointment of C. Thomas Burke as 
Deputy Commissioner of the 
Commission for the Study of 
Alternatives to the Panama Canal 


September 6, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint C. Thomas Burke, of New 
York, to be Deputy Commissioner of the 
Commission for the Study of Alternatives to 





the Panama Canal. He would succeed J. 
Michael Farrell. 

Currently Mr. Burke is executive vice 
president and chief executive officer of 
Meehan Overseas Terminal in Albany, NY. 
Prior to this he was executive director of 
Port Everglades in New York. 

Mr. Burke graduated from Northeastern 
University, (A.B.A., 1957) and Blackstone 
School of Law-Chicago (L.L.B., 1968). He 
was born August 30, 1933, in Albany, NY. 
He resides in Saratoga Springs, NY. 


Appointment of Timothy J. McBride as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Executive Assistant to the White House 
Chief of Staff 


September 6, 1991 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Timothy J. McBride, Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Trade Develop- 
ment, to be Deputy Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Executive Assistant to the Chief of 
Staff at the White House. He would succeed 
Edward Rogers, Jr. 

Currently Mr. McBride is Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce for Trade Development, 
1990-present. Prior to this Mr. McBride 
has served as Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, 1989-1990; per- 
sonal aide to the Vice President of the 
United States, 1985-1989; Deputy Director 
of the Vice Presidential Advance Office, 
1985; consultant to the Republican National 
Convention Arrangements Committee in 
Dallas, TX, 1984; and a small business man- 
agement consultant in Coral Springs, FL, 
1982-1984. 

Mr. McBride graduated from Eastern 
Michigan University (B.B.A., 1982). He was 
born October 10, 1958, and is a native of 
Michigan. Mr. McBride resides in Alexan- 
dria, VA. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
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commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





August 31 
Regula Josi, of Toledo, OH 
September 2 


Eastman Chemical’s Research Meals on Wheels 
Team, of Kingsport, TN 


September 3 

Donaldini Cameron House, of San Francisco, CA 
September 4 

Youth Crime Watch, of Dade County, FL 
September 5 

Helping Our Brothers Out, Inc., of Austin, TX 
September 6 

Hope House Ministries, of Port Jefferson, NY 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





September 2 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 


September 3 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House after addressing stu- 
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dents and faculty at the Lewiston Compre- 
hensive High School in Lewiston, ME. 


September 4 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu. 

The President recess appointed Ford 
Barney Ford, of Virginia, to be a member 
of the Federal Mine Safety and Health 
Review Commission. He will be designated 
Chairman. 


September 5 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Richard Armitage, Special Negotiator 
for Philippine Base talks; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—yYasuhiro Nakasone, former Prime Min- 
ister of Japan. 

In a ceremony on the State Floor of the 
Residence, the President received diplomat- 
ic credentials from Ambassadors Tuliameni 
Kalomoh of Namibia, Carlos Santos Silva of 
Cape Verde, Dermot Gallagher of Ireland, 
Francisco Knopfli of Portugal, Sir Robin 
Renwick of the United Kingdom, and 
Rubens Ricupero of Brazil. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Environment for the Amer- 
icas Board: 


Nicholas F. Brady, Secretary of the Treasury. He 
will also serve as Chairman. 

James Addison Baker, III, Secretary of State. He 
will also serve as Vice Chairman. 

William Kane Reilly, Administrator of the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency. 

Ronald William Roskens, of Nebraska. Since 
1990 Dr. Roskens has served as Administrator 


1232 


of the Agency for International Development 
in Washington, DC. 

Bill K. Perrin, of Washington, DC. Administrator 
Perrin currently serves as director of The 
Inter-American Foundation in Arlington, VA. 


Craig C. Black, of California. Since 1982 Dr. 
Black has served as director of the Natural His- 
tory Museum of Los Angeles County in Los 
Angeles, CA. 

James T. Morris, of Indianapolis. Since 1989 Mr. 
Morris has served as president, chairman and 
chief executive officer of IWC Resources Corp. 
in Indianapolis, IN. 

Diane W. Wood, of the District of Columbia. 
Since 1989 Ms. Wood has served as vice presi- 
dent for Latin America and Caribbean Pro- 
grams for the World Wildlife Fund in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

John C. Sawhill, of the District of Columbia. 
Since 1990 Dr. Sawhill has served as president 
and chief executive officer of The Nature Con- 
servancy in Arlington, VA. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint James D. Range, of the District of 
Columbia, to be a member of the Interstate 
Commission on the Potomac River Basin. 
He would succeed Hugh C. Newton. 

The President recess appointed Norman 
D. Shumway, of California, to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Legal Serv- 
ices Corporation. He would succeed Luis 
Guinot, Jr. 


September 6 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Supreme Court Associate Justice nomi- 
nee Clarence Thomas; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush left the White House for a weekend 
stay at Camp David, MD. 

The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals 
to be members of the Council of Economic 
Advisers: 


David F. Bradford, of New Jersey. He will suc- 
ceed Richard Schmalensee. Mr. Bradford was 
associate dean of the Woodrow Wilson School 





and is a professor of economics and public affairs 

at Princeton University in Princeton, New 

Jersey. He graduated from Amherst College 

(B.A., 1960); Harvard University (M.S., 1962) 

and Stanford University (Ph.D., 1966). 

Paul Wonnacott, of Maryland. He will succeed 
John B. Taylor. Currently, Mr. Wonnacott is a 
professor in the department of economics at 
the University of Maryland, College Park, MD. 
Prior to this he served as economic adviser to 
Undersecretary of State for Economic and Agri- 
cultural Affairs at the Department of State. He 
graduated from University of Western Ontario, 
(B.A., 1955); Princeton University, (M.A., 1957, 
Ph.D., 1959). 

The President appointed Phillip D. Brady, 
Assistant to the President of the United 
States and Staff Secretary, to be a member of 
the Council of the Administrative Confer- 
ence of the United States for a term of 3 
years. This is a reappointment. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 
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Fact sheet: 
Food assistance for the U.S.S.R. 


Fact sheet: 
Expanded medical assistance program for 
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Nomination of Jerry G. Cunningham to be 
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Tennessee 
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Released September 6 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the National 
Towns and Townships 


Association of 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the economy—by Michael 
Boskin, Chairman of the President’s Council 
of Economic Advisors 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Nancy G. Edmunds to be 
U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Michigan 

Nomination of David W. McKeague to be 
U.S. District Judge for the Western District 
of Michigan. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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Engineers, Corps of—1125, 1143 
Arts, National Medal of the—911 
Asia-Pacific region 
Economic assistance—972 
Environmental research—921 
Association. See other part of subject 
Atomic Energy Agency, International—962, 966 
Awards. See other part of subject 


Bank of Credit and Commerce International— 
1105 
Banking—936 
Beginning Babies with Books, St. Louis, MO—993 
Benin, Presidential inauguration, U.S. delega- 
tion—1051 
Board. See other part of subject 
Bolivia, debt—1183 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Sarasota County, Inc., 
Sarasota, FL—993 
Broadcasting, Corporation for Public—1125 
Budget, Federal 
Defense spending—908, 948, 1200 
Deficit—1004, 1143 
Rescissions and deferrals—1030 
Bulgaria 
Chairman, Council of Ministers—1023 
Deputy Chairman, Council of Ministers—1023 
Economic assistance—1022 
Minister of Finance—1023 
President—1023 
Bulgarian-American Agriculture/ Agribusiness En- 
terprise Fund—1022 
Bureau. See other part of subject 
Burma (Myanmar) 
Ambassador to U.S.—1125 
U.S. Ambassador —1006 


California, wilderness preservation, proposed leg- 
islation—1045 

Campus Crime and Security Awareness Week, 
National—1184 

Canada 
President Bush’s visit—914 
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Canada—Continued 
Prime Minister—901, 
1161, 1169, 1188 
Captive Nations Week—951 
Caribbean region. See specific country 
Central Intelligence Agency—885, 925, 941, 944, 
967, 1025, 1026, 1051, 1106, 1159 
CFE. See Arms and munitions, arms control 
agreements 
Chemical Safety 
Board—1185 
Children With Cancer, 
Month—1168 
Children and youth 
Arthritis awareness—1040 
Cancer awareness—1 168 
Children’s Home-Chambliss Shelter, Chattanoo- 
ga, TN—1203 
China 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 
1127 
Human rights—1193 
Trade with U.S.—1193 
Cities. See State and local governments 
Citizen’s Medal, Presidential—884 
Civil rights 
Disabled persons—1042, 1044 
Legislative action—926, 1105 
Colorado, Governor—1149 
Columbus Youth Corps, Columbus, OH—948 
Commerce, Department of 
Export controls, administration—1116 
Secretary—986, 989, 1003, 1037 
Commerce, international 
See also specific country or subject; Economy, 
international 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)—952 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the USS. 
(HTS)}—918, 1100 
Trade agreements and negotiations—904, 942, 
952, 969, 971, 983, 1003, 1067, 1071, 1100, 
1152, 1153 
Commission. See other part of subject 
Committee. See other part of subject 
Commodore John Barry Day—1195 
Communications 
Expansion of AM broadcasting in Western 
Hemisphere—1070 
Information technology—932 
Conference. See other part of subject 
Congress, House Speaker. See Speaker of House 
of Representatives 
Conservation 
See also Environment 
Fishery protection and development—974 
Forest preservation—974 
Wetlands preservation—1 127 
Wilderness and wildlife preservation—1032, 
1045 
Conventional weapons. See Arms and munitions 
Corporation. See other part of subject 


914, 927, 983, 1159, 


and Hazard Investigation 


National Awareness 
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Council. See other part of subject 
Crime. See Law enforcement and crime 
CSCE. See Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
Conference on 
Cuba 
President—1067 
Soviet military and economic assistance—979, 
1067, 1104 
Cyprus 
Conflict resolution—903, 905, 987, 989, 992, 
1001, 1009-1013, 1017, 1020, 1099, 1101 
President—905, 990 
Czechoslovakia 
Economic asssistance—952, 997 
President—1159 


Days of observance. See other part of subject 
Defense, Department of 
Budget—948 
Deputy Secretary—885, 1159 
Joint Chiefs of Staff—875, 885, 1159 
Secretary—875, 886, 916, 1125, 1193, 1204 
Under Secretary—885 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion—929, 930 
Defense and national security 
See also Arms and munitions; Nuclear weapons 
Covert actions—1137 
Foreign intelligence activities in U.S., report— 
895 
Military strength and deterrence—875, 908 
National security strategy, 1991 report—1133 
Defense Preparedness Association, American— 
908 
Democracy and freedom, President’s views—988, 
1094, 1176, 1191 
Department. See other part of subject 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal—1122, 
1134 
Desert Storm stamp—895 
Developing countries 
See also specific country or region 
Debt—971, 972, 1183, 1184 
Reforms, political and economic—971 
Development, Agency for International. See De- 
velopment, Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional 
Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional 
Development, Agency for 
(AID)—997, 1183 
Overseas Private Investment 
(OPIC)—1003, 1028 
Disability, National Council on—1047 
Disabled persons, civil rights legislation—1042, 
1044 
Disaster assistance 
Iowa flooding—1047 
Massachusetts hurricane—1204 
Rhode Island hurricane—1204 


International 


Corporation 





District of Columbia Appropriations Bill, 1992— 


1145 
Domestic policy 
See also specific subject 
Administration’s legislative agenda—991, 1106, 
1147 
Dominica, Prime Minister—1051 
Drug abuse and trafficking, international enforce- 
ment cooperation—974 


EC. See European Community 
Economic Cooperation and Development, Orga- 
nization for—952, 968, 969, 973 
Economic summit, international—961, 963, 968, 
977 
Economy, international 
See also specific country; Commerce, interna- 
tional 
Free and fair trade—968, 983, 1071, 1095 
Growth—968 
London economic summit. See Economic 
summit, international 
Economy, national 
See also Banking 
Foreign investment in U.S.—1061 
Growth—1144 
Inflation and interest rates--936, 1103 
“dmonson Youth Outreach YMCA, Omaha, NE— 
1140 
“ducation 
Business and industry, funding—898 
Quality—882, 897, 1035, 1036, 1148, 1150 
<ducation, Department of 
Assistant Secretary—1099 
Deputy Under Secretary—998 
<ducational Research and Improvement, Nation- 
al Advisory Council on—1047 
“gypt 
Economic assistance—972 
President—927, 959 
“lections, 1992 Presidential campaign—1102, 
1107, 1108 
“mergency Management Agency, Federal— 
1047, 1204 
<“mergency Unemployment Compensation Act of 
1991—1143 
<mployment and unemploymen: 
Disabled persons—1043, 1044 
Illegal aliens—997 
Rates—1103, 1144 
Unemployment benefits—1103, 1105, 1143, 
1144 
“nergy 
Conservation—922 
National energy strategy—1031, 1151 
Nuclear—970 
Oil—969, 1151] 
“nergy, Department of, General Counsel—1086 
<nergy Agency, International—969 
“nergy and Water Development Appropriations 
Act, 1992—1143 
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<nterprise for the Americas Initiative—972, 
1183, 1184 

<nvironment 
See also Conservation 
Antarctic treaty, protocol—889 
Economic growth, impact—1151 
Global climate change—921, 973, 974 
international cooperation—921, 973 
Pollution—1098 

<nvironmental Quality, President’s Commission 
on—1049 

“qual Employment Opportunity Commission— 
1047 

Estonia 
Right to self-determination—903, 905, 1067, 

1121, 1163, 1180, 1183, 1189, 1190, 1196 

Trade with U.S.—1099, 1100, 1121 

Estuary Council of Senior Clubs, Clinton, CT— 
1046 

Europe 
See also specific country 
Arms control agreements—919 
Defense and security—902 
Economic assistance—877, 952, 957, 997 
Human rights—1089 
Reforms, political and economic—965, 970 
Trade with U.S.—951 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment—952, 970 

European Community—881, 903, 962, 965, 970, 
987, 993, 1041, 1159 

Executive Office of the President. See specific 
office or council 

Exports, U.S. See specific commodity or subject; 
Commerce, Department of; Commerce, inter- 
national 


Farm Credit Administration—1116 

Federal. See other part of subject 

Fishery agreements. See Maritime affairs 

Flooding. See Disaster assistance 

Foreign Assets Control, Office of. See Treasury, 
Department of the 

Foreign policy, U.S. See specific country, region, 
or subject 

France 
Persian Gulf conflict, role—953, 954 
President—901, 902, 953, 954, 960, 982, 993, 

1154, 1159 

President Bush’s visit—953, 954, 993 

Fraternal Order of Police, National—1134 

Freedom, Presidential Medal of —884 


General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). See Commerce, international, trade 
agreements and negotiations 

Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international! 

Germany, Chancelior—901, 903, 975, 993, 1154, 
1159, 1162, 1188, 1193 
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Global Protection Against Limited Strikes—909, 
1084 
Government agencies and employees 
Combined Federal Campaign—922 
Employment of disabled persons—1044 
Energy conservation—922 
Metric system implementation—1037 
Governors’ Association, National—1 147 
GPALS. See Global Protection Against Limited 
Strikes 
Greece 
Cyprus conflict resolution, role. See Cyprus 
President—985, 986, 994, 1000 
President Bush’s visit—985, 986, 989, 994, 999- 
1001, 1005 
Prime Minister—901, 903, 905, 985, 986, 989, 
994, 1002, 1006, 1011, 1013, 1099, 1101 
Reforms, political and economic—1002 
Souda Bay naval facility—994, 1005 
Trade with U.S.—1003 
U.S. military assistance—986, 1006 
Greek-American Chamber of Commerce—994, 
1001 
GSP. See Commerce, international 
Guatemala, Ambassador to U.S.—1125 
Gulf Cooperation Council—1035 


Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U.S. (HTS). 
See Commerce, international 

Headrest, Lebanon, NH—1125 

Health, President’s—1012, 1102, 1108, 1138 

Health and medical care 
Acquired immune 

(AIDS)}—1104 

Arthritis—1040 
Cancer—1168 

Helsinki Human Rights Day—1089 

Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, Federal— 
1203 

Hostages—944, 946, 966, 1121, 1123, 1127, 1128, 
1131, 1135, 1138, 1139, 1145, 1146 

Housing, Advisory Commission on Regulatory 
Barriers to Affordable—900 

Housing Partnerships, National Corporation for— 
1049 

Housing and Urban Development, Department 

of 

Assistant Secretary—1086 
Secretary—878, 900 

Human rights. See specific country 

Human Service Alliance, Winston-Salem, NC— 
1140 

Hungary 
Economic assistance—952, 997 
Emigration policy—1116 
Prime Minister—1159, 1188 

Hurricanes. See Disaster assistance 


deficiency syndrome 


IAEA. See Atomic Energy Agency, International 

IMF. See Monetary Fund, International 

Immigration and naturalization, employment of 
illegal aliens—997 
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Imports, U.S. See specific subject 
Independence Day—889, 890, 892 
Inflation. See Economy, national 
Intelligence Authorization Act, 
1991—1137 
Inter-American Development Bank—1040 
Interagency. See other part of subject 
Interest rates. See Economy, national 
Intergovernmental Relations, Advisory Commis- 
sion on—1204 
Interior, Department of the 
Land Management, Bureau of—1045 
Park Service, National—1045, 1178 
Reclamation, Bureau of—1143 
Secretary—1045 
Wildlife preservation, role—1032 
International. See other part of subject 
Interstate Commerce Commission—1110 
Iowa, flooding—1047 
Iran 
Alleged 1980 hostage deal—944, 946, 1122 
Hostages, role—1128, 1145 
Iraq 
See also Persian Gulf conflict 
Economic sanctions—929, 964, 1023 
Internal situation—1010, 1011 
Nuclear weapons development—867, 874, 906, 
927, 928, 954, 957, 960, 962, 966, 982, 992, 
1063 
President—867, 874, 876, 902, 906, 907, 927- 
929, 954, 957, 958, 967, 992, 1004, 1007, 
1011, 1012, 1019, 1023, 1034, 1063, 1067, 
1101, 1103, 1146 
Refugees—967 
Reparations to Kuwait—967 
Terrorism, role—1146 
U.S. national emergency, reports—1045, 1046 
Israel 
See also Middle East; Palestinians 
Hostages, role—1129, 1132, 1146 
Prime Minister—876, 1018, 1097, 1101 
Settlements in occupied territories—874, 965, 
1018, 1035 
U.S. Ambassador —1086 
Italy, Prime Minister—993, 1159 
Izvestia—1057 


Jamaica, debt—1184 
Japan 
Investment in U.S.—1061 
Northern Territories—1067, 1104 
Persian Gulf conflict, financial support—939 
Prime Minister—901, 939, 1159, 1160, 1179, 
1188 
Trade with U.S.—939 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. See Defense, Department of 
Judicial Discipline and Removal, National Com- 
mission on—1185 
Justice, Department of 
Attorney General—872, 878, 1105, 1124, 1135 


Fiscal Year 





Justice, Department of—Continued 
Immigration-Related Unfair Employment Prac- 
tices, Special Counsel for—1049 
Justice Assistance, Bureau of—1110 
Juvenile Arthritis Awareness Week, National— 
1040 


Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution 
KiDsGyM USA, College Park, GA—948 
KIRO, Inc., Seattle, WA—948 
Korea, Republic of 
Defense and security—880 
Fishery agreement with U.S.—1042 
President—879, 882 
Korean War Veterans 
1025 
Kuwait 
See also Persian Gulf conflict 
Economic sanctions, termination—1041 
Iraqi reparations for damages—967 
Trials for alleged collaborators—877 


Remembrance Week— 


Labor, Department of 
Deputy Secretary—984 
Solicitor—985 
Labor Relations Board, National—1050 
Latin America 
See also specific country 
Reforms, political and economic—972 
Trade with U.S.—1107 
Latvia 
Right to self-determination—903, 905, 1067, 
1121, 1163, 1180, 1183, 1189, 1190, 1196 
Trade with U.S.—1099, 1100, 1121 
Law enforcement and crime 
See also Drug abuse and trafficking 
Campus crime—1184 
Capital punishment—1136 
Night Out Against Crime, National—1119 
Proposed crime legislation—875, 1120, 1136 
Victims of crime—1137 
Learn to Read of Northwest Florida, Inc., Pensa- 
cola, FL—1125 
Lebanon 
Conflict resolution—965 
Hostages—1121, 1123, 1127, 1128, 1145 
Legion of Merit, presentation ceremonies—953, 
993, 998 
Libraries and Information Science, 
Commission on—1047, 1048 
Library and Information Services, White House 
Conference on—931 
Libya, U.S. national emergency, report—920 
Literacy Act of 1991, National—1035, 1036 
Literacy Day, National—882 
Literaturnaya Gazeta—1057 
Lithuania 
Right to self-determination—903, 905, 1067, 
1121, 1163, 1180, 1183, 1189, 1190, 1196 
Trade with U.S.—1099, 1100, 1121 
Little Light House, Tulsa, OK—1140 
Louisiana State University—914 


National 


Subject Index to Issues 27-35 


Lyme Disease Awareness Week—9332 


Maine, President’s visits—867, 868, 939, 943, 
1154, 1169, 1176, 1179, 1185, 1186, 1188, 
1196, 1203, 1204 
Malaysia, Ambassador to U.S.—1125 
Management and Budget, Office of—1115, 1179 
Maritime affairs 
European Community-U:S. 
ment—1041 

Poland-U.S. fishery agreement—1042 

Republic of Korea-U.S. fishery agreement— 
1042 

Maritime Organization, International. See United 
Nations 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday Com- 
mission—1204 

Massachusetts 
Governor—1152 
Hurricane—1204 

Medical care. See Health and medical care 

MediVan Project, Fort Lauderdale, FL—1140 

Mental Retardation, President’s Committee on— 
895 

Methodist Medical Center, Dallas, TX—1140 

Metric Policy, Interagency Council on—1037 

Mexico 
President—1107, 1152 
Trade with U.S.—1152 

MIA’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 

Michigan, President’s visit—892 

Middle East 
See also specific country; Hostages; Palestin- 

ians; Persian Gulf conflict 
Peace efforts, U.S. and international—876, 904, 
956, 958, 959, 964, 983, 1014, 1016, 1017, 
1035, 1081, 1097, 1101, 1122, 1162, 1181 
Security Council resolutions, United Nations— 
1101 

Military, U.S. See Armed Forces, U.S. 

Missouri 
Governor—1149 
President’s visit—890 

Monetary Fund, International—952, 962, 971, 
973, 1028, 1059, 1060, 1067, 1068, 1071 

Moscow News—1057 

Mount Rushmore National Memorial—887 

Myanmar. See Burma 


fishery agree- 


National. See other part of subject 
NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Near North Little League, Chicago, IL—1203 
Netherlands, Prime Minister—1159 
New American Schools Development Corpora- 
tion—897 
Night Out Against Crime, National—1119 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—902 
North Pacific Marine Science Organization—921 
Nuclear weapons 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 
897, 900, 901, 916, 955, 960, 976-978, 980, 
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Nuclear weapons—Continued 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 
Continued 
$87, 994, 1070, 1073, 1077, 1080, 1086, 1127, 
1156 
Nonproliferation—961, 966, 1084, 1117 
Strategic defense programs—909 


OECD. See Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment, Organization for 

Operation Breakingthrough, 
VA—1109 

OPIC. See Development Cooperation 
U.S. International 

Oregon, Governor—1150 


Newport News, 


Agency, 


Pacific region. See Asia-Pacific region 
Palestinians—965, 1101, 1122 
Parents Helping Parents, San Jose, CA—1125 
Park Service, National. See Interior, Department 
of the 
Park Week, National—1178 
Patient Pride, Paradise Valley, AZ—1046 
Peace, U.S. Institute of —1204 
Peace Corps National Advisory Council—1047 
People Attempting to Help, Tyler, TXK—1203 
Persian Gulf conflict 
See also specific country 
Aftermath of conflict, President’s views—902, 
903, 906, 910, 929. 1034. 1101 
Financial U.S. and international—939, 
971 
Multinational 
963 
Refugees—967 
Security Council resolutions, United Nations— 
867, 874, 928, 929, 966 
U.S. military forces, 
1030 
Peru, President—1141 
Points of Light Recognition Program—894, 947, 
993, 1046, 1109, 1125, 1140, 1185, 1203 
Poland 
Economic assistance—952, 972, 997 
Fishery agreement with U.S.—1042 
Polish-American Children’s 
tion, U.S. delegation—1050 
President—1159 
Pollution. See Environment 
Posada, Pueblo, CO—1046 
POW’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 
Pravda—1057 
Presidential. See other part of subject 
President's. See other part of subject 


costs, 


coalition forces, deployment— 


deployment—933, 948, 


Hospital dedica- 


Rand Corporation—898 

Reconstruction and Development, International 
Bank for—952, 962, 971, 972, 974, 1059, 1060, 
1067, 1068, 1071 


Refugees, Persian Gulf. See Iraq; Persian Gulf 


conflict 
Rehabilitation Week, National—1187 


Religious Community Services, Inc. (RCS), Clear- 
water, FL—1203 
Reserve System, Federal—925, 934, 1126, 1144 
Reserves. See Armed Forces, U.S. 
Resolution Trust Corporation—1 122 
Rhode Island, hurricane—!204 
Rice Month, National—1166 
Romania 
Emigration policy—1168 
Food assistance—953 
Trade with U.S.—1167, 1168 
Rural Telephone Bank. See Agriculture, Depart- 
ment of 


St. Francis Conference-Devereaux 
Salem, OR—895 

Saint Joseph Ballet Company, Santa Ana, CA— 
1109 

St. Patrick Center, St. Louis, MO—1203 

Sarcoidosis Awareness Day, National—1139 

Scholarship and Excellence in Education Founda- 
tion, Barry Goldwater—1047 

Science Foundation, National—1110 

Science and technology, research and develop- 
ment—1143 

Science and Technology, President’s Council of 
Advisors on—948, 1204 

Secret Service. See Treasury, Department of the 

Security, national. See Defense and national secu- 
rity 


Apartments, 


Security and Cooperation in Europe, Conference 
on—881, 1050, 1089 
Security Council, National 
Assistant to President and Deputy for National 
Security Affairs—878, 885, 1125, 1126, 1128, 
1141, 1159, 1185, 1186, 1203-1205 
Assistant to President for National Security Af- 
fairs—886, 900, 943, 955, 960, 980, 984, 994, 
1063, 1102, 1122, 1154, 1157, 1159, 1186, 
1204 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs—885 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs and Senior Director for Asian 
Affairs—943 
Special Assistant to President for National Se- 
curity Affairs and Senior Director for Soviet 
Affairs—1204 
Security Medal, National, presentation ceremo- 
ny—1051 
Senegal, President—1141 
Senior Citizens Day, National—1131 
Senior Life Enrichment Visitation Program, Balti- 
more, MD—993 
Serenity House Pediatric AIDS Foundation, Inc., 
Orlando, FL—1046 
Service, Commission on National and Communi- 
ty—1048 
Shofield Residence, Kenmore, NY—948 





Smithsonian Institution, Advisory Committee on 
the Arts, John F. Kennedy Center for the Per- 
forming Arts—1047 
South Africa 
African National Congress—923 
Economic assistance—923 
Economic sanctions—915, 923, 926, 927, 
Reforms, political and economic—966 
State President—915, 923, 927 
South Carolina, Governor—1150 
South Dakota, President’s visit—887 
Soviet Union. See Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics 
Spain, Prime Minister—1159 
Speaker of House of Representatives—933, 946, 
966, 1098, 1116, 1117, 1122, 1133, 1168 
Special Counsel, Office of—1185 
Sports 
Baseball, All-Star game—917 
Baseball, NCAA champions—914 
Baseball, Presidential Citations—912 
Indianapolis 500 winner—895 
START. See Nuclear weapons, arms control nego- 
tiations and agreements 
State, Department of 
Ambassadors. See specific country 
Assistant Secretaries—924, 928 
Chief Financial Officer—998 
Chief of Protocol—997 
Deputy Assistant Secretary—948 
Deputy Chief of Mission, Moscow Embassy— 
1154, 1165 

Deputy Secretary—885, 1159 

European Community, U.S. Representative— 
1007 

Mission to the United Nations, U.S.—1039 

Secretary—868, 875, 886, 895, 897, 900, 902, 
923, 948, 955, 958-960, 978, 980, 983, 994, 
1000, 1014, 1016-1018, 1035, 1081, 1089, 
1097, 1103, 1122, 1125, 1130, 1154, 1161, 
1162, 1165, 1171, 1176, 1177, 1179-1181, 
1191 

Treaties and conventions, reports—919, 921, 
1070, 1098 

Under Secretaries—885, 1115, 1187 

U.S. Assistance to Eastern Europe, 
Coordinator—997 

State and local governments 
All-American Cities Awards—1117 
Education, role—1147, 1150 
Law enforcement and crime, role—1119 

Step 13, Denver, CO—1185 

Summit meetings 
London economic summit. See 

summit, international 
Moscow summit. See Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, summit meeting in Moscow 

Supreme Court of the U.S.—868, 878, 925, 926, 
1026, 1116, 1120, 1123, 1135, 1149 

Susquehanna River Basin Commission—1204 


Economic 


Office of 


Subject Index to Issues 27-35 


Syria 
Hostages, role—1127, 1128 
President—958, 959 


Take Pride in America Awards, presentation 
ceremony—1024 
Telecommunications. See Communications 
Telecommunications Union, International—1110 
Terrorism 
International cooperation—966 
Iraqi sponsored—1146 
Trade. See Commerce, international 
Trade Commission, Federal—1110 
Trade Commission, U.S. International—897, 918 
Transportation, proposed legislation—1147 
Transportation, Department of 
General Counsel—1025 
Secretary—1147 
Treasury, Department of the 
Deputy Secretary—1159, 1191 
Foreign Assets Control, Office of—920 
Mint, U.S.—1039 
Secret Service, U.S.—895 
Secretary—948, 979, 1191 
Treaties. See specific country or subject 
Turkey 
Cyprus conflict resolution, role. See Cyprus 
Iraqi refugees—1011 
Military and economic assistance—1020, 1022 
Persian Gulf conflict, role—1009, 1010, 1015, 
1019 
President—901, 903, 905, 990, 1007, 1008, 
1015, 1016, 1019, 1021, 1048, 1099, 1101, 
1159 
President Bush’s visit—1007, 1008, 1014, 1017, 
1019, 1021, 1048 
Prime Minister—1009, 1015, 1048 
Social Democratic Party leader Inonu—1048 
True Path Party leader Demirel—1048 
U.S. Ambassador —1018 


Unemployment. See Employment and unemploy- 
ment 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

Ambassador to U.S.—900, 1159 

Arms control negotiations and agreements— 
897, 900, 901, 916, 919, 955, 960, 976-978, 
980, 987, 994, 1070, 1073, 1077, 1080, 1086, 
1156 

Attempted ouster of President Gorbachev— 
1153-1166, 1169-1177, 1179, 1181, 1182, 
1187 

Babi Yar World War II memorial—1096 

Chief of General Staff—897, 900, 901, 1176, 
1179, 1180 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs—900 

Economic assistance—940, 943, 956, 979, 1059- 
1061, 1067, 1083, 1162, 1163, 1170, 1172, 
1173, 1189, 1191, 1193, 1196, 1200, 1202 

Emigration policy—1066 

Estonia. See Estonia 
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics—Continued 
Foreign Minister of the Republic of Russia— 
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